
University for a Night 2013
Monday, May 20, 5:30–9:30pm at the Times Center in New York City
Honoring Michael R. Bloomberg  •  Featuring a performance by Peter Buffett

www.synergos.org



Program
Monday, May 20 at the Times Center 
242 West 41st Street, New York City
 
5:30pm Cocktail Reception

6:15pm  Plenary 
Welcome by Robert H. Dunn of 
Synergos

  Presentation of David Rockefeller 
Bridging Leadership Award to the 
Honorable Michael R. Bloomberg 
by Peggy Dulany of Synergos and 
David Rockefeller

 Remarks by Mayor Bloomberg

  Presentation on Defining One’s 
Own Path by Peter Buffett, Co-
Founder, NoVo Foundation 

7:45pm    Table Discussions and Dinner 
Small groups gather over dinner 
with our Distinguished Faculty – 
experts from Synergos’ networks 
around the world  

Synergos invites you to a unique  
gathering of leaders and innovators  
from around the world.
Please join Peggy Dulany and David Rockefeller in recognizing  
entrepreneur, philanthropist, and 108th Mayor of New York City 
Michael R. Bloomberg with the David Rockefeller Bridging Leadership 
Award.  

Through Bloomberg Philanthropies, Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg is improving education, 
helping provide medical care for mothers in 
Tanzania, fighting climate change, and improv-
ing road safety and public health worldwide. His 
emphasis on public-private partnerships in New 
York and across the globe promotes innovation 
and collaboration to achieve lasting change. 

University for a Night will also feature philan-
thropist and musician Peter Buffett, son of re-
nowned investor Warren Buffett and co-founder 
of the NoVo Foundation. He will perform some of 
his music and share his perspective on defining 
one’s own path in life, including helping create a 
better world. With his wife Jennifer Buffett, he is 
a past recipient of the David Rockefeller Bridging 
Leadership Award.

University for a Night 2013

University for a Night 2011

Cover photos, from left: Learning event of Synergos’ global 
networks; kids benefiting from work of members of our 
LINC network in South Africa; child nutrition is the focus 
of our work in India; learning from communities for 
agricultural transformation in Ethiopia; University for a 
Night 2009



Sharing experience, building connections  
University for a Night concludes with discussions of specific topics, held over 
dinner and led by our Distinguished Faculty.  The evening thus serves as a 
unique opportunity to share inspiration and ideas

Table Discussion Topics (in formation)
Changing the world by changing the lives of women and girls     • 
Philanthropy’s role in stopping human trafficking     • 
Women’s health and social justice     • 
Social inclusiveness to help children and strengthen communities• 
Ensuring equitable economic growth – Focus on Latin America• 
Ensuring equitable economic growth – Focus on Africa     • 
Economic growth and social entrepreneurship in the Middle East and • 
North Africa
Tourism for sustainable economic growth• 
Growing philanthropy and strengthening civil society in Asia     • 

University for a Night 2013
Impact Investing:  Investing for • 
social and financial returns     
Investing in social enterprises • 
and social leaders
Philanthropy to support peace and  • 
development
Human rights and sustainable development• 
The environment, climate change, and local economic development     • 
Next generation for social change     • 
New directions in family philanthropy     • 
Personal leadership for social change     • 
Partnerships for innovation in education• 
Partnerships for food security, sustainable agriculture, and improved  • 
nutrition     
Partnerships to improve public health     • 
Partnerships for agriculture and food security• 
Partnerships for sustainable cities     • 

University for a Night 2012



About Synergos
Synergos is a global nonprofit organization 
that works collaboratively with leaders,  
institutions and partnerships to create more 
just and lasting solutions to poverty. 
The name Synergos comes from the Greek root meaning “working together.” 
We believe that poverty and other complex social problems are often beyond 
the ability of any single organization or sector to solve.

Synergos brings together diverse stakeholders – including from affected com-
munities, government, and intergovernmental organizations, business, non-
profit organizations, philanthropy, and others – for joint action. 

In these inclusive partnerships, we: 
Build trust, shared understanding, and commitment• 
Tap the wisdom and perspectives of all participants, particularly those with • 
less powerful voices from poor communities and civil society 
Help create solutions that address root causes and change whole systems• 
Strengthen the capacity of local institutions and leaders to make those • 
solutions sustainable.

Our major partnerships are improving education in Brazil, agriculture in  
Ethiopia, maternal and child health in Namibia, the lives of vulnerable children 
in Mozambique and South Africa, and child nutrition and girls’ empowerment 
in India.

Synergos also works with networks of civil society leaders, philanthropists, and 
social innovators to raise their capacity to address poverty and related social 
problems. We:

Provide opportunities for both professional and personal change• 
Increase the ability of members to use systems thinking and to include • 
diverse stakeholders in their work 
Provide connections to resources and expertise that can help make mem-• 
bers’ efforts more sustainable or take them to a larger scale. 

Our key networks are the Synergos Senior Fellows, the Global Philanthropists 
Circle, Social Innovators in the Arab World and Central Asia, and the LINC net-
work of leaders working to improve the lives of children in South Africa.

We also offer consulting services to companies seeking to provide goods and 
services to low-income communities, collaborate across sectors to address 
poverty, or launch corporate social responsibility initiatives. 

Since 1986, Synergos has led or supported initiatives in more than 30 coun-
tries. We are headquartered in New York with staff in Africa, the Middle East, 
and Latin America. For more information, visit www.synergos.org.

Above, clockwise from top left: Stakeholder workshop for education partnership in Brazil; man who ben-
efits from work of a Synergos Arab World Social Innovator in Jordan; maternity ward in Namibia, where 
Synergos is improving child and maternal health; discussion at Global Philanthropists Circle meeting 



Yes, I would like to sponsor University for a Night 2013 at the following level: 
Changemaker:  $125,000  F
Champion:   $50,000   F
Partner:   $25,000    F
Collaborator:  $15,000   F
Ticket:   $1,200 per seat F
Ticket:  $600 per seat for nonprofit organization participant F
Please accept $ ___________ to support Synergos’ work fighting poverty.  F

Name of sponsor as it should appear in event program

Contact Information

Name

Organization 

Position/Title

Address

City     State/Province  Postal/Zip Code Country

Telephone     Email

Payment Information
A check payable to The Synergos Institute is enclosed. F
I will pay by wire or credit card; please contact me. F
Please send me a courtesy invoice.  F

Return to Synergos by mail to 3 East 54th Street, 14th Floor, New York, NY 10022, by fax 
to +1-646-201-5220, by email to ahoshimov@synergos.org, or call +1-646-963-2123.

Sponsor RegistrationUniversity for a Night provides vital support to 
Synergos’ work to create lasting solutions to 
poverty around the world.

Sponsors (in formation) 

Sponsor Benefits

In addition to providing an opportunity to meet and engage with committed 
philanthropists, business leaders, and social innovators, University for a Night  
offers the following benefits to our supporters:

 Priority seating•  at the event (up to 16 for Changemakers  
and Champions; 8 for Partners and Collaborators)

 Choice of topics for sponsored table discussion•  for  
Changemakers, Champions and Partners

 Listing in ongoing event publicity and materials•  

Synergos is a 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the 
full extent allowed under U.S. law apart from $150 per seat.

For more details on sponsor benefits, visit www.universityforanight.org or con-
tact Amanda Hoshimov at +1-646-963-2109 or ahoshimov@synergos.org.

Charles Butt
Michael and Brigitte Rennie 
David Rockefeller

Rockefeller Foundation
Kim Samuel-Johnson
Shell
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