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With a geography that contains a privileged 
variety of landscapes, Chile offers visitors 
from overseas a perfect mixture of 
natural beauty, public safety, political 
stability and modern infrastructure. These 
characteristics together make it one of the 
best places in which to live in Latin America.

Chile is seen internationally as a peaceful 
country that is free of corruption and a 

model of governance. This is reflected 
in the Country Brand Index 2012-2013, 
published by FutureBrand, in which Chile 
took 34th position out of 118 countries. 
On investment climate, it ranked 37th 

and, on advanced technology, 42nd. It also 
took second place out of the 15 countries 
identified as the brand leaders of the future. 

A country to live in

Quality of life

In the Mercer consultancy company’s Global 
Quality of Living Ranking 2012, Chile’s capital, 
Santiago, took third place in Latin America 
and 91st place out of 221 cities around the 
world. Santiago stood out regionally for the 

quality of its healthcare and educational 
services as well as for the reliability of its 
water and electricity services. The Ranking is 
based on a survey of overseas businesspeople 
and executives resident in each country. 

 

Country Brand Index 2012-2013
(Selected countries, position*)
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* Out of 118 countries. 



 72 CHILE land of opportunities back to menu

Santiago is also Latin America’s second most 
liveable city after Buenos Aires, according 
to the World’s Most Liveable Cities 2012, 
a ranking published by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) in which it took 
overall 63rd place out of 140 cities. This 

positioned Santiago in the highest category 
of the ranking as a city without significant 
drawbacks for quality of life and, with a score 
of 80.7 points, it was well above the regional 
average of 69.4 points. 

 

Global Quality of Living Ranking 2012
(Selected cities, position*)

1

3

25

44

69

77

91

109

143

130

163

120

121

Vienna / Austria

Auckland / New Zealand

Singapore / Singapore

New York / United States

Prague / Czech Republic

Montevideo / Uruguay

Santiago / Chile

Beijing / China

Mexico City / Mexico

Lima / Peru

Bogotá / Colombia

New Delhi / India

Saint Petersburg / Russia

Source: Mercer (www.mercer.com). 
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Global Liveability Ranking 2012
(Selected cities, position*)
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Human development

According to the Human Development Index 
(HDI) 2013, published by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), Chile has 
one of the Latin America’s lowest levels of 
poverty and income inequality.

With 0.819 points, Chile took 40th place out 
of 187 countries, one of its highest positions 

never. As a result, it ranked among the world’s 
countries with a very high level of human 
development. Indeed, the world average, at 
0.694 points, was 18% below Chile’s level.

In little over 30 years, Chile has increased its 
HDI from 0.638 points in 1980 to its present 
0.819 points. This reflects an increase of 9.9 
years in life expectancy, 3.3 years in average 
schooling and 3.4 years in expected schooling 

while gross per capita income rose by 257%. 
Significant improvements were also achieved 
in gender equality, with 75.9% of men and 
72.1% of women having access to secondary 
or higher education. 
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Source: United Nations Development Programme - UNDP (www.hdr.undp.org). 
* Out of 187 economies.
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Public safety

On public safety, Chile receives a high 
score in the Global Peace Index, published 
by the Vision of Humanity initiative, which 
measures the existence of domestic and 
international conflicts, public safety and 
militarization in 158 countries. In 2012, 
Chile ranked in 30th position globally and 
in first place in Latin America, ahead of

Uruguay (33rd) and Costa Rica (36th). This 
represented an increase of eight places on 
Chile’s position in 2011, identifying it as the 
most peaceful country of Latin America as 
regards factors such as internal organized 
conflicts, political instability, export of arms 
and relations with neighboring countries.

Human Development Index, 1980-2012
(Selected economies, score*)

Source: United Nations Development Programme - UNDP (www.hdr.undp.org). 
* Chile, Latin America, OECD and world out of 187 economies.
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In the Latin America Security Index 2012, 
published by FTI Consulting, Chile maintained 
a stable second position, after Costa Rica, out 
of the 19 Latin American countries analyzed 
by the study. The multinational executives 
surveyed by the study ranked Chile in level 2 
on a scale where 1 is the safest country and 5 
the least safe.  

The reasons for Chile’s positive performance 
in this Index include respect for the police 
force and the fact that common crimes are 
of a less serious nature. This is also reflected 
in the crime statistics of the United Nations 
where Chile performs better than other South 
American countries.

Education 

Chile offers a wide range of top-level schools 
and universities2 and has a literacy rate of 
97.8%. For primary and secondary education, 
there are private bilingual English, French, 
Italian and German schools in both Santiago 
and the country’s other main cities, many of 
which have exchange programs. In addition, 
over 25 state secondary schools teach 
Mandarin Chinese.

The National Pupil Attainment Measurement 
System (SIMCE), in place since 1988, uses 
annual countrywide tests to evaluate primary 
and secondary schools2 performance. In 
2012, it showed an increase of nine points in 
mathematics as compared to 2011 as well 
as a six-point narrowing of the gap in the 
reading skills of pupils at private and state 
schools.

South America: Homicide Rates, 2010-2011
(Per 100,000 inhabitants)
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  2 See chapter: A country with talent.
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Healthcare

As well as a countrywide network of public 
hospitals, Chile’s main cities have private 
clinics that meet the highest international 
standards as regards equipment, infrastructure 
and personnel and are recognized as some of 
the best in the region.

In the Clinic and Hospital Ranking 2012, 
published by the AméricaEconomía business 
magazine, Chile took second place in Latin 
America after Brazil as the country with 
the best healthcare center. Four of Chile’s 
establishments ranked among the 40 best 

in the region and two were among the top 
ten, standing out for their number of patients 
and beds available as well as for the quality 
of their specialists.  

The ranking compares 372 indicators of 
hospital management as regards safety, 
patient dignity, human capital, capacity, 
knowledge management, efficiency and 
prestige.

Source: AméricaEconomía (rankings.americaeconomia.com). 

Clinic and Hospital Ranking 2012

Position Institution Country Type of Patients Transplants Doctors
   establishment 2011 2011

1 Hospital Israelita Brazil Private 45,988 878 998
 Albert Einstein

2 Clínica Alemana Chile Private 29,050 302 784

3 Clínica Las Condes Chile Private 23,957 93 740

9 Fundación Cardiovascular Colombia Private 4,718 103 145
 de Colombia

13 Hospital Alemán Argentina Private 14,375 254 601

22 Clínica Ricardo Palma Peru Private 16,927 0 348

27 Hospital Clínico U. de Chile Chile Public   23,528 152 589
   university

31 Hospital General Colombia Public 18,844 0 496

 de Medellín

37 Hospital Sótero del Río Chile Public 44,463 20 270

40 Hospital Bandeirantes Brazil Private 12,000 0 114
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Tourism and leisure

Desert, glaciers, mountains, beautiful lakes and rivers renowned for their fishing as well as 
vineyards and, in Easter Island, one of the world’s most famous islands comprise a country 
that can be explored using either its modern highways or daily domestic flights. In 2012, Chile 
received over 3.4 million overseas tourists who visited its different attractions from the north to 
the south of the country. 

Chile also offers ever more cultural activities, thanks to a highly active local scene. In the plastic 
and performing arts, music and literature, it has upcoming young names as well as established 
figures, who regularly present their work throughout the country. A spectacle on the scale of 
the US-based Lollapalooza rock festival chose Santiago as its first overseas venue in 2011 
and returned in 2012 and 2013, establishing this as a tradition. Las artes plásticas, escénicas, 
musicales y literarias cuentan con exponentes consagrados y jóvenes que se presentan a 
diario a lo largo del país, unidos a la presencia constante de artistas internacionales. Incluso 
un espectáculo tan reconocido como el festival de rock estadounidense Lollapalooza eligió a 
Santiago para realizar su primera versión fuera de su país de origen en 2011, lo que se repitió 
en 2012 y 2013. Each year, the festival receives hundreds of visitors from neighboring countries 
and around the world. 

The British Travel+Leisure magazine chose Chile as one of the 15 best destinations for solo 
travelers, highlighting the country’s attractive landscapes, the friendliness of its people and its 
stability. According to the magazine, the three key activities for solo travelers in Chile are to 
climb mountains in Patagonia, hike in the Atacama Desert and kayak off Chiloé.
.
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“It’s in Chile where we’ve found 
the greatest transparency 

and ease of doing business. 
We also carried out studies of 
imports and double taxation 

agreements, factors that 
are very favorable in Chile 

as compared to other Latin 
American countries.” 

Domingo Sanfiorenzo
Business Development 

Director for Latin America.
Barry Callebaut.


