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Foreign investors often highlight human capital 
as one of Chile’s main comparative advantages, 
drawing attention to the high standards 
achieved by the country’s universities and, 
particularly, its business schools.

According to the National Education Council 
(CNED), Chile’s higher education system 
currently comprises a total of 163 institutions 
of which 60 are universities, 44 are professional 
training institutes and 59 are technical training 
centers (offering two-year courses). As of 2012, 
a total of 74,888 teachers were working in the 
higher education system of whom 27% held a 
master’s degree and 13% a PhD. 

Undergraduate system

Since 1980, when a law was passed that opened 
the way to the creation of new universities - the 
so-called private universities - competition 
in Chile’s educational system has been 
increasing. In response, all the country’s higher 

education institutions have expanded their 
budgets, improved their teaching programs 
and developed their infrastructure and the 
academic alternatives they offer in line with 
growing demand. In universities alone, the 
number of places has risen by more than 66% 
over the past decade.

In 2012, 1,033,886 students were enrolled 
in undergraduate education of whom 60% 
were studying at a university and the 
remaining 40% were taking a technical 
course. Total enrollment has shown a 
sustained increase over the past decade, 
rising by 123.3% between 2003 and 2012. 
The largest increases between 2005 and 
2012 were in the fields of healthcare 
(199%), technology (76%) and business 
administration (71%). This guarantees that, 
in the coming decades, Chile will be in a 
position to provide the skilled resources 
required by these industries.

A country with talent

Chile: N° of Students Enrolled in Undergraduate Education, 2007-2012
(By type of institution)

Source: National Education Council - CNED (www.cned.cl). 
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Postgraduate system

Chile’s postgraduate system, which consists 
principally of master’s, PhD and healthcare 
specialization programs (medicine and 
dentistry), has shown strong growth in 
recent years. In 2012, 40,201 students were 
undertaking some form of postgraduate 
education of whom 84% were enrolled in a 
master’s program, 10% in a PhD program and 
the other 6% in a healthcare specialization 
program. The system has equipped the country
with advanced human capital in areas such as 

healthcare, technology, business administration 
and the social sciences.   

A total of 1,542 postgraduate programs were 
being taught in 2012, with 68% corresponding to 
master’s degrees, 12% to PhDs and the others to 
medicine and dentistry specialization programs. 
The fields of postgraduate studies in Chile are 
quite diversified, with healthcare as the most 
important area. 

Chile: Nº of Courses, 2005-2012
(By area of study)
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Source: National Education Council - CNED (www.cned.cl).  

The total number of courses offered by the 
undergraduate system has also increased 
along with places and demand. Between 2005 
and 2012, 3,186 new courses were created, 
representing an increase of 51.4% and giving 
a total of 9,383 courses.

Most of these new courses were in the fields 
of technology, business administration and 
trade, healthcare and education, testifying to 
the high penetration of technology in Chile, 
particularly in healthcare.
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High-quality universities

Chile is also noted for the quality and tradition 
of its universities. In the  Academic Ranking 
of World Universities (ARWU), published 
since 2003 by the Center for World-Class 

Universities (CWCU) of Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University, two Chilean universities - the 
Universidad Católica de Chile (PUC) and the 
Universidad de Chile - ranked among the best 
500 in the world in 2012, taking 8th and 10th 

place,  respectively, in Latin America. 

Latin American Universities in the Academic Ranking of World Universities 2012

Institution Country 

Universidade de São Paulo Brazil
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México Mexico
Universidad de Buenos Aires Argentina
Universidade Estadual de Campinas Brazil
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais Brazil
Universidade Federal do Río de Janeiro Brazil
Universidade Estadual Paulista Brazil
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile Chile
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul Brazil
Universidad de Chile Chile

Position 
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4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Source: CWCU - Shanghai Jiao Tong University (www.arwu.org).

Chile: Postgraduate programs, 2012
(By area of study)

Source: National Education Council - CNED (www.cned.cl).
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In the specific case of MBA programs, 
Chile has ten business schools with 
leading positions in the 2012 MBA Ranking 
of Latin American Business Schools 
published by the AméricaEconomía 
business magazine. Three are, moreover, 
among the top ten in the region - those 
of the Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez (1st), 
the Universidad Católica de Chile (7th) 
and the Universidad de Chile (10th). 

The principal strengths of Chile’s 
business schools lie in the number of 
full-time teachers with a doctorate and 
the total number of academic papers 
published, which is where they stand out 
as compared to the academic centers of 
other Latin American countries. 

The MBA programs of the business schools 
of the Universidad Católica and the 
Universidad de Chile were also ranked in 
leading positions in the QS Global 200 
Business Schools Report 2012-13 where 
they took 2nd and 7th place, respectively. 

Advanced human capital

In line with Chile’s progress as regards 
educational indicators, the country’s labor 
force reached a total of 8.2 million people 
in the first quarter of 2013 out of whom 
93.8% were employed, including over 
64% in the services sector. On the quality 

of its labor force, Chile took 31st place 
out of 60 economies in the Global Talent 
Index 2011-2015 used by the     Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) and Heidrick & 
Struggles to measure support for talent 
and entrepreneurship. 

According to this report, Chile’s economic 
results have allowed it to foster an 
environment that encourages talent. 
The report also anticipates that Chile, 
with 43.7 points in 2011, will be Latin 
America’s most advanced economy by 
2015, with significant improvements in 
both schooling and university education. 

MBA Ranking of Latin American Business Schools 2012 
(Selected institutions, indicators*)

Institution

Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez (UAI)
INCAE Business School
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de 
México (ITAM) 
EGADE Business School - Tecnológico 
de Monterrey
Fundação Getulio Vargas - EAESP
Universidad de Los Andes
Pontificia Universidad Católica (PUC)
Universidad Torcuato Di Tella
IAE Business School  - Universidad 
Austral
Universidad de Chile

 Country 

Chile
Costa Rica
Mexico

Mexico

Brazil
Colombia
Chile
Argentina
Argentina

Chile

Full-time 
teachers 
with PhD

48
40
54

69

70
39
40
37
48

113

ISI 
papers

114
53
52

121

46
33
83
127
13

213

Collaboration 
agreements

78
75
72

122

95
203
140
106
24

50

Position
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10 

Source: AméricaEconomía (www.americaeconomia.com).
* Out of 45 business schools in the region.
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Chile in the Global Talent Index 2011-2015

Demographics 28.9 23 28.8 28 +5
Compulsory education 66.5 36 70.5 35 -1
University education 26.5 43 32.1 38 -5
Quality of the labor force 50.3 30 50.7 32 +2
Talent environment 59.7 27 66.7 25 -2
Openness 54.7 10 54.2 11 +1
Proclivity to attracting talent 29.3 33 38.0 27 -6

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit and Heidrick & Struggles (www.globaltalentindex.com).

  2011 2015 2011-2012
Indicator Score Position Score Position change 

English as a public policy

English is the second language most used in Chile and is commonly taught in state as well as 
private schools. A number of government initiatives, such as the Education Ministry’s English 
Opens Doors program, also seek to increase proficiency. 

Under this program, English is included in the national pupil attainment testing system (SIMCE), 
using the TOEIC Bridge test for secondary pupils, and English Camps are organized during the 
summer and winter holidays while Debating Tournaments in English promote discussion of ideas 
in English among secondary schoolchildren throughout the country. 

In addition, the Ministry of Education has established exchange programs under which volunteer 
professionals and students from English-speaking countries can work in state and private schools 
in Chile. Through the It’s My Turn program, it also supports English teachers by providing standard 
material for the interactive teaching of primary pupils.

Through its Economic Development Agency (CORFO), the government also focuses on higher 
levels of training with a program of English scholarships and TOEIC certification for professionals.  
According to CORFO, a total of 50,000 people graduated in 2012 with an intermediate level of 
English (405-600 points in the TOEIC test).
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“Chile is a politically very stable. 
The safety of goods and people 

is an important reason for having 
chosen Chile, by far the best 

country for the development of 
organic agribusiness.” 

Christian Faraud
Founding Partner.

PureFruit.


