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Protection of the environment
In Chile, certain economic projects must be submitted to the Environmental 
Impact Evaluation System (SEIA). These are:

 Aqueducts, reservoirs or artificial lakes and siphons.

•	 High-voltage	transmission	lines	and	their	substations.	

•	 Power	plants	of	more	than	3	MW.

•	 Nuclear	reactors	and	establishments	and	related	installations.

•	 Airports,	bus,	truck	and	railway	terminals,	railway	lines,	service	stations,	
 highways and public roads that may affect protected areas.

•	 Ports,	navigation	channels,	shipyards	and	sea	terminals.

•	 Urban	or	tourism	development	projects.

•	 Regional	urban	development	plans,	inter-municipal	district	plans,	municipal
 zoning plans and sectional plans.

•	 Mining	development	projects,	including	coal,	oil	and	gas,	comprising	
 prospection, exploitation, processing plants and disposal of waste and
 waste rock.

•	 Oil,	gas	and	mining	pipelines	and	other	similar	installations.

•	 Manufacturing	installations,	such	as	metallurgical,	chemical	and	textile	
 plants, plants for the production of construction materials and
  metallic equipment and products and tanning installations of industrial  
 dimensions.

•	 Agribusiness	plants,	slaughterhouses,	breeding	plants	and	stables,	dairy
 and animal fattening plants of industrial dimensions.

•	 Forestry	development	or	exploitation	projects	on	fragile	land,	land	covered
  with native forest, wood pulp, paper paste and paper industries, chipping 
 and timber plants and sawmills of industrial dimensions.
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Projects or activities not included on this list may also be voluntarily submitted 
to the SEIA.

The SEIA is a technical service administered by the Environmental Evaluation 
Service (SEA), a decentralized government agency responsible for evaluating 
projects in accordance with the regulation in force, fostering and facilitating 
citizen participation in the process.

Procedimiento de evaluación 

The developer of a project or activity submitted to the SEIA must present either 
an Environmental Impact Declaration (DIA) or, if the project generates or entails 
any of the following effects, characteristics or circumstances, an Environmental 
Impact Study (EIA): 

Evaluation procedure

•	 Projects	for	the	intensive	exploitation,	cultivation	and	processing	of	
 hydrobiological resources.

•	 Habitual	production,	storage,	transport,	disposal	or	reuse	of	toxic,	
 explosive, radioactive, inflammable, corrosive or reactive substances.

•	 Environmental	improvement	projects	such	as	wastewater	and	drinking
 water systems, plants for treatment of water or solid waste of household
  origin, landfills,  submarine outfalls and systems for treatment and 
 disposal of liquid or solid industrial waste.

•	 Construction,	programs	or	activities	in	national	parks,	national	reserves,	natural
 monuments, reserves in virgin areas, nature sanctuaries, marine parks, 
 marine reserves or any other officially protected area, in thos cases in 
 which they are permitted by the corresponding legislation. 

•	 Massive	application	of	chemical	products	in	urban	areas	or	rural	areas
 close to population centers or water courses or bodies that may be 
 affected. 

•	 Hunting	grounds.	

•	 Infrastructure	concessioned	for	building	and	exploiting	the	subsoil	of	
 fiscal lands of public use.
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For further information, see:
Environmental Evaluation Service (SEA) (www.sea.gob.cl).
Ministry for the Environment  (www.mma.gob.cl).
Ministry of Social Development  
(www.ministeriodedesarrollosocial.gob.cl).

Once the DIA or EIA has been evaluated, there follows a period of 60 days 
during which any citizen organization, company or individual - in the latter case, 
directly affected by the project - can present opinions or objections which, 
if accepted, must be taken into due consideration in the grounds for granting 
the corresponding Resolución de Calificación Ambiental (RCA) or environmental 
permit. The persons or organizations that presented the said observations will 
receive notification of this Resolution.  

If clarifications, rectifications or extensions that substantially affect the project 
are presented during evaluation of the EIA, the corresponding government 
agency must offer a new period of 30 days for citizen participation during which 
other deadlines for the EIA’s evaluation will be suspended. 

In addition, under Convention 169 of the International Labour Organization (ILO) 
which Chile has ratified, indigenous peoples have the right to be consulted on legislative 
or government matters that could affect them directly and can participate in the 
preparation, application and evaluation of development plans and programs.

•	 Risk	to	the	health	of	the	population	due	to	the	quantity	and	quality	of	
 effluents, emissions or waste.

•	 Significant	adverse	effects	on	the	quantity	and	quality	of	renewable	natural
 resources, including the ground, water and air.

•	 Resettlement	of	human	communities	or	significant	changes	in	the	way	
 of life and customs of human groups.

•	 Location	near	centers	of	population,	resources	and	protected	areas,	priority	
 conservation sites, protected wetlands and glaciers that may be affected as 
 well as the environmental value of the area where they would be located.

•	 Significant	disturbance	in	terms	of	magnitude	or	duration	to	the	scenic	
 or tourist value of an area.

•	 Disturbance	of	monuments,	sites	of	anthropological,	archaeological	or	
 historic value and, in general, corresponding to the area’s cultural heritage.


