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As a general norm, a valid passport is required to enter Chile. However, 
citizens of Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru and 
Bolivia need only show their identity card. 
 
Chile does not have a system of business visas and potential foreign 
investors must, therefore, enter under a tourist visa. This does not generally 
have to be obtained prior to travelling and is issued on arrival by the immigration 
authorities. However, the citizens of some countries must previously obtain a 
so-called Tourist Visa, which is available from Chile’s consular offices abroad. 
Information about the countries for which this is required is available from 
the Foreign Ministry’s General Directorate of Consular Affairs at: 

http://www.minrel.gov.cl/prontus_minrel/site/edic/base/port/politica_consular.php.

Tourists are those foreigners entering Chile for the purposes of recreation, 
sports, health, studies and business and for family, religious and other similar 
reasons, without intending to migrate, take up residence or undertake 
remunerated activities.

Foreigners entering Chile as tourists may remain in the country for 90 days as 
from their arrival. The immigration authorities can, however, restrict the length 
of the stay at the time of arrival and, in this case, an extension must be 
requested in order to remain in the country for 90 days. Visitors wishing to stay 
for more than 90 days can apply for an extension with a cost of US$100. 

Tourists are not allowed to undertake remunerated activities. However, in very 
special cases, the Interior Ministry can authorize tourists to work for a period 
of up to 30 days, which can be extended for further periods of 30 days through 
to the expiry of the tourist visa. 

This authorization is subject to a charge equivalent to 150% of the cost of a 
contract-based visa, depending on the nationality of the applicant. 

Visas and immigration policy 
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Types of residence for foreigners in Chile

Temporary residence subject to work contract
This allows the holder to work exclusively for the employer indicated 
in the contract for which the visa issued. These visas have a 
duration of up to two years and can be extended for additional 
periods of the same length. However, after the first two years, the 
holder may apply for permanent residence. 

Termination of the contract implies the immediate expiry of the 
visa and the holder, if wishing to remain in Chile, has 30 days in 
which to apply for new residence.

Temporary residence
This is granted to foreigners who have family ties with Chile (Chilean parent, 
child or spouse) or interests in the country or whose residence is considered 
useful or advantageous. It allows the holder to reside temporarily in Chile 
and to undertake any licit activity, without special restrictions, and even to 
work. The visa is valid for one year and can be extended only for one further 
year. The holder who wishes to remain in the country for a longer time must 
apply for permanent residence.

Permanent residence 
Persons who have obtained permanent residence can live indefinitely in 
Chile and undertake any type of activity. Permanent residence is granted 
through a resolution issued by the Interior Ministry. After five years, the 
holder may request to take Chilean nationality. The time a person must 
have been in the country in order to obtain permanent residence depends 
on the visa held previously: 

 -  Residence subject to work contract: two uninterrupted years of residence.
 -  Temporary residence: one year.
 -  Student visa: two years of residence, subject to completion of studies. 

Applications for permanent residence must be presented within 30 days 
of the issue of the certificate indicating expiry of the official visa. 
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For further information, see:
General Directorate of Consular Affairs, Foreign Ministry 
(www.minrel.cl).
Immigration Department (www.extranjeria.gov.cl).
Ministry of the Interior and Public Safety (www.interior.gob.cl).

Permanent residence is lost under the so-called tacit revocation if the 
holder is out of Chile for an uninterrupted period of more than a year. 
However, an extension of permanent residence for a further year can be 
requested at Chilean consular offices abroad. This must be applied for at 
least 60 days before its expiry and only four successive extensions will be 
granted. It is not possible to renounce permanent residence but this may 
be lost as a result of conviction for a crime, lying in applications for 
permits or failure to comply with tax obligations. 

The cost of residence visas subject to a work contract and temporary 
residence visas varies from US$12 to US$620 depending on the type 
of visa and the nationality of the applicant. The cost of permanent 
residence is 37,159 Chilean pesos for all applicants, except the 
spouses of a Chilean and minors for whom it is free of charge. 

Within 30 days of obtaining residence, the holder must present the 
visa to the International Police Service, a section of the Detective 
Police Service (PDI), together with a valid passport and two 
photographs and will be given a registry card. This must then be 
taken, together with a valid passport, to the Civil Registry Office 
corresponding to the holder’s home in order to obtain an identity 
card. 

All applications must be presented to the Immigration Department 
of the provincial government corresponding to the applicant’s 
home. A list of offices and their addresses can be found at 
www.extranjeria.gov.cl.

Cost of visas


