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Accomplishments
AIM 2013 New Records Reached

AIM 2013 offered a variety of features aimed at facilitating strategic networking 
while providing a worthwhile learning experience.

•  Millions of US$ worth of transactions in 2013
• 1 President & 45 Ministers / Vice Ministers
• 8,000 square meters
• 6,070 visitors
• 291 exhibitors
• 84 countries
• 26 corporate partners
• 111 media partners

• 40 Investment Promotion Agencies
• A conference with 12 thematic sessions
• 26 country presentations
• 273 G2B meetings
• 394 B2B meetings
• A workshop for a top notch learning experience
• A site visit to centres of excellence

AM 2013 was the stage of rich and diverse features the main intent of which is to promote greater interaction 
and exchange of knowledge and best practices, and to stimulate business and investment
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AIM 2013 Opening Ceremony
Karl P. Sauvant
Resident Senior Fellow
Vale Columbia Center on Sustainable 
International Investment (VCC)
USA

Ibrahim M. Turhan
Chairman & CEO
Borsa Istanbul (BIST)
Turkey

Carlos Lopes
Executive Secretary
Economic Commission for Africa
Ethiopia

Taleb Rifai
Secretary General
World Tourism Organization
Spain

Parag Khanna
Director
Hybrid Reality Institute
USA

“There is something strategic to be done, which is to create an intra-African Trade Zone. That is where the 

potential is. It is a crucial development that Africans are becoming conscious about. When they will move 

politically, and it is just starting in terms of building creative and integrated free zones, then relationships with 

partners, like China and others, will be completely different.”

“Countries no longer look only for the quantity of FDI but for the quality. These types of considerations are 

increasingly playing a role and I think this is something that executives in multinational corporations need 

to take more and more into account.  It is not only  how to make the biggest profit out of a location but how 

to make sure it’s a win-win situation.  That the host country gets as much in terms of economic, social and 

environmental benefits in particular when we talk about natural resources, and that the economic benefits to 

the host country materialize by upgrading the value chain”.

“The third consecutive government sponsored Annual Investment Meeting (AIM) in Dubai featured 

businessmen and officials from 114 emerging markets, showing how the city is the most convenient meeting 

point for the globe spanning webs of commerce forming across Latin America, Africa and Asia. With its 

location at the intersection of three continents, Dubai capture not only the shift in economic power from west 

to east, but also the rise of the south. Forty percent of the world’s population lives on the Indian Ocean rim, 

and Dubai is the financial crossroads for their growing trade and financial relationships”.

“China last year sent 82 million tourists, 105 billion US Dollars was spent by the Chinese that they, for the first 

time ever in history, beat the Germans and Americans. So my message is don’t only look at flows, look also 

at changes and what sectors you should invest in”.

“If you want a strong, sustainable and balanced growth, the key will be intra Emerging Markets economic 

activity. There is an increase in the cross border investment within the group of Emerging Markets... and as 

Turkey, we are concretely observing this”.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum during the opening of Annual 
Investment Meeting 2013.
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It was most rewarding to see so many countries from around the 

globe converging to Dubai to attend the third edition of the Annual 

Investment Meeting (AIM) held from 30 April to 2 May 2013 under the 

patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

UAE Vice-President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai. Some 38 

ministers have honoured the United Arab Emirates with their presence 

often accompanied by large delegations of government high officials 

and businessmen and women. Actually,  84 countries from different 

continents took part in the rich and diverse features of AIM 2013 

together with some 5 thousand private sector representatives including 

CEOs and chairmen of the board of many leading companies and high 

net-worth individuals. Also, a number of heads of international agencies 

and senior high officials took part in the deliberations of the conference 

staging special activities such as the International Trade Centre (ITC), 

UNEP-FI, UNWTO, UNCTAD, or UNECA, as well as renowned global 

FDI experts.   It was indeed a remarkable and most fruitful event 

providing attendees with a unique platform to meet, learn, exchange, 

explore and conclude business and cooperation agreements and make 

new business ventures. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate those investment 

promotion agencies that have won AIM Investment Awards, a new 

feature initiated at this edition, identifying the best FDI projects in each 

region of the world, recognizing the accomplishment of the country in 

Message from Eng Sultan Al Mansouri 
Minister of Economy, United Arab Emirates

attracting the project and the foreign company for the contribution they 

are making to economic development in growth markets. The lucky 

winners include Kenya and South Africa in the Africa region, China and 

Indonesia in Asia-Pacific, Turkey and Ukraine in Eastern Europe, Saudi 

Arabia and Yemen in North Africa and the Middle-East, and Brazil and 

Mexico in Latin America.

While the world is still grappling with one of the most severe and 

prolonged economic crises, growth markets  are demonstrating great 

dynamism and resilience and exploring all possibilities at hand to meet, 

consult each other, discuss and explore new avenues of cooperation 

that would help them to face these challenges and play a greater role 

in leading the world out of recession bringing an element of greater 

stability in the international economy. AIM has proved again that it is 

the right forum to discuss these important issues, learn from each other 

and push the development agenda forward. The theme of AIM 2013 was 

therefore “A Future Economic Landscape in the Making, Implications on 

FDI and the Economic Prospects of Frontier and Emerging Markets.

As I have said in my opening remarks to the Annual Investment 

Meeting, FDI is and continues to be a driving force of paramount 

importance in the globalization process. It plays a positive role in 

advancing development through job creation, transfer of technology 

or productivity improvements. However, the desired benefits of FDI do 

not happen automatically, they require continuous work at all levels 

in order to achieve success, creating a positive relationship between 

investments and the economic-social reality in the community in which 

they are investing in. A new international investment system is needed 

that effectively promotes sustainable development for all. This is exactly 

why AIM was set up in the first place three years ago to discuss FDI 

issues and its role in development and focus on growth markets. 

AIM 2013 has indeed offered all attendees a tribune to explore, discuss 

and engage concretely in new partnerships, launch new investment 

projects and conclude new market transactions and initiate bilateral 

and multilateral cooperation agreements as well as solidify existing 

relations. However, It is being felt that the services provided by AIM 

over a three day period could be of great benefit to a large number 

of investment stakeholders, especially frontier and emerging markets, 

if these services could be provided on a continuous basis throughout 

the year. Such a  Network would respond to the pressing need to build 

a permanent platform that will bring together important investment 

stakeholders: countries and territories seeking investment, investors 

looking for viable business opportunities and investment advisors with 

a vast experience and knowledge of foreign direct investment and 

related issues. This is the rationale behind the launch of AIM Investment 

Network at the Tripartite High-Level Meeting as well as AIM Advisory 

Board. I would like to invite the international investment community to join 

this important Network especially investment promotion intermediaries 

and FDI experts as well as private sector representatives.

We in the United Arab Emirates, our strategy finds its inspiration in 

vision 2021. It is a view of the future that calls for boosted security, 

greater integration, balanced growth throughout the UAE and a 

diversified economy that will draw on the best talent and expertise 

to ensure prosperity. It sets goals for upgrading the quality of health 

and educational systems across the country to the highest level while 

maintaining a sustainable environment that ensures the wellbeing 

of future generations. To support this strategy, the UAE focuses on 

investments that help in mitigating the effects of climate change such 

as renewable energy, knowledge-based and high-end manufacturing, 

quality services as well as sustainable tourism and education. Also, 

conscious of the importance for indigenous companies to international 

their activities and invest abroad, the UAE Government encourages 

its private sector to go and invest in the global economy and they are 

doing so in a large number of countries, including frontier and emerging 

markets and in various economic sectors.. The UAE Highflyers, the 

crown jewels of the country’s dynamic and thriving private sector, are 

fruitfully investing, both at the regional and global levels, as highlighted 

and showcased at the conference, and are continuously looking for 

profitable new ventures.

This is an open invitation to you, the countries of the world and 

international companies to take advantage of the unique economic 

strategies of the UAE and contribute to the implementation of its 

investment and development plans, in order to achieve common 

interests and contribute in restoring confidence in the global economy. 

But also take advantage and explore investment opportunities that 

can be developed in cooperation with the UAE Highflyers for mutually 

beneficial productive relationships.

I wish to thank the President, Ministers, Ambassadors and foreign 

dignitaries as well as the distinguished representatives of the private 

sector, the global experts and the thousands of participants for being with 

us at AIM 2013 enriching our deliberations and interactions.
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AIM is a unique forum offering 
a multi-dimensional experience 
and exposure to cutting edge 
knowledge, a wide range 
of businesses and ample 
opportunities to network:

The third edition of the Annual Investment Meeting was the stage of momentous records 
as overall participation increased threefold compared to the previous year and stood at 
more than six thousand attendees from eighty four countries around the globe. The 
number of ministers  also jumped by close to forty per cent pointing to the increasing 
importance countries attach to the Annual Investment Meeting as a prestigious strategic 
and business gathering. One President and forty five Ministers participated in its rich and 
varied programme. More than a hundred experts and renowned speakers, from the world 
investment and trade communities, took part in the various sessions of its conference of 
high substantive content.

AIM 2013 offered a most conducive, secure and confidential environment for the 
conclusion of cooperation agreements, MoUs and the realisation of significant business 
transactions and new ventures. Some two hundred seventy three G2B meetings and close 
to four hundred B2B meetings took place  over two a half days resulting in numerous 
transactions worth billions of dollars of new development projects. More than ever, the 
Annual Investment Meeting is proving to be the right venue to meet, discuss, learn and 
conclude business.  AIM has become, in a short period of three years, a well-established 
international gathering, well equipped to cater to the needs of fast growth markets being a 
frontier or an emerging market. 

In 2013, the global economic outlook remains highly uncertain and the global economy 
continues to expand at a subdued pace. Most regions see a moderate strengthening but 
growth remains below potential as the forecasts have been revised slightly downward 
according to the latest IMF statistics released. Protracted recession in Europe, modest 
growth in the United States and weaker global demand, combined with slower growth 
in several key emerging market economies, are some of the underlying causes behind 
sluggish world economic growth. However, growth rates in emerging economies look very 
healthy by comparison. 

Developing countries and economies in transition continue to register much stronger 
growth than developed economies. For FDI, the recovery of the 18 per cent fall in global flows 
registered in 2012 seems slow and might take much longer than expected according to the 
recently released UNCTAD World Investment Report 2013. Again, global economic fragility 
and policy uncertainty seem to be the major culprits. However, developing countries are 
taking the lead. In 2012 - for the first time ever - developing economies absorbed more FDI 
than mature markets, accounting for 52 per cent of global FDI flows. In light of the above, 
the fourth edition of the Annal Investment Meeting will focus on the theme of  Investment 
Partnerships for Sustainable and Inclusive Growth in Frontier and Emerging Markets”. 
Global companies, and investors in general, are targeting lucrative business opportunities 

•	 Strong	intellectual	content		 	
	 (conference,	country		 	 	
	 presentations,	workshops)
•		 An	Investment	and	Trade	Fair		 	
	 (Exhibition)
•				 Business	encounters	(	B2B		 	
	 Meetings)
•				 High	level	Governmental
	 exchanges	(Ministerial
	 Roundtable,	G2B	Meetings)
•				 Rich	networking	&	social
	 events	(Gala	Dinner,	National		 	
	 receptions	lunch	and	coffee
	 breaks)

AIM 2014 offers 
a prestigious 
tribune of strategic 
importance for business 
development. The 
impressive range of media 
present contributes to the 
exceptional importance of the 
event.

Annual Investment Meeting  in 2014
in frontier and emerging markets and their expanding domestic markets with growing 
populations, higher demand and consumption levels, and are forging new investment 
partnerships. AIM 2014 will be the occasion to examine some of these opportunities 
and shed light on the new forms and types of FDI that are taking place in different 
sectors generating jobs and exports in different parts of the developing world. We shall 
examine as well new Corporate location strategies including those of growth markets.

However, despite improved global financial conditions and reduced short-term risks, 
the world economy continues to expand at a slow rate and caution is being exercised 
by major analysts while looking at prospects for the remainder of 2013 and for 2014. In 
response to the economic slowdown, many developing countries, including some large 
emerging markets such as China, India or Brazil, adopted more expansionary monetary 
and fiscal policies to strengthen domestic demand, but significant structural challenges 
remain. Some of the issues that will be raised at the fourth edition of the Annual 
Investment Meeting will include policies and strategies that governments are devising 
to cope with a sluggish world economy, global weak demand and fierce competition. 
Attendees will benefit from insights of seasoned world experts on the latest trends in 
investment and trade and successful policies and strategies that help governments to 
face sluggish world economic growth and global demand.  

Also, as emerging markets have become significant investors at the world level, it will 
be opportune to examine the magnitude of  South-South investment, types and market 
entry modes of FDI such as joint ventures, alliances and partnerships. Greenfield FDI is 
only part of the picture of international investment. Many firms  prefer other market 
entry modes and increasingly many governments  such as the  UAE for example, are 
responsible for investments into these markets. The fact that overall levels FDI have 
declined does not necessarily imply that international investment has declined. It is 
just that firms may chose other market entry strategies. It could well be that FDI will 
only gradually recover, but not take off again, unless through a new wave of M&As, 
and reach previous growth rates. Obviously this has implications for all actors involved, 
transparency in investment policies, drivers and motives of international enterprises. 
Government policy will become more and more important. Hence one of the key issues 
to look at the next AIM edition will be partnering for International Investment. 

In view of the overall changing investment environment, countries are devising new 
investment promotion and targeting strategies. One of the key questions we will be 
asking at the forthcoming AIM will be what are these new strategies and what works 
and what does not. This will be illustrated by concrete examples of case studies of best 
practice countries from different regions of the world.

Introducing the fourth edition of :

The fourth edition  of AIM will be a prime occasion to evaluate  some of the vast investment opportunities frontier and emerging markets offer with potential high rates of return in an increasingly secure 
and stable environments. In 2014, AIM delegates will benefit from one of the world leading venues with a supportive and highly dynamic atmosphere most conducive to learning, networking and forging 
valuable new business and professional relationships.



AIM is an Emerging Markets led three day FDI event that includes 
an Executive Leadership Conference, a Ministerial Roundtable, 
Country Presentations, G2B and B2B Express Meetings, an 
Exhibition, Investment Awards, a Capacity Building Workshop and 
Networking events

AIM presents itself as an FDI stimulator, fast developing economies 
growth incubator and semi-industrialized- nations leadership 
partner.

On another level, AIM offers cross-industry project developers 
a safe and sound platform to present their projects, schedule 
prearranged G2B/Express B2B Meetings with institutional, 
corporate and private investors seeking reliable projects for their 
capital.

The Annual Investment Meeting 2014 offers a variety of features 
aimed at facilitating strategic networking while, providing a 
worthwhile learning experience. AIM 2014 features include:

AIM 2014 Format 

AIM 2014 Features

Strategic Benefits
AIM 2014’s 5 Unique Values

Benefits for Government Agencies 
& Private Sector Companies

Benefits for Investors 

• Thought leadership perspectives
• Unrivalled corporate access
• Compelling investment insights 
• Limitless networking opportunities
• Guaranteed ROI

AIM is an opportunity and a tribune for national & foreign 
government authorities & agencies to: 

• Offer realistic facts & figures checked economic briefing 
• Communicate on countries economic health, present key 

growth sectors and future directions   
• Market multi-sector projects & country’s key benefits to 

foreign individual & institutional investors 
• Discuss fiscal and regulatory issues pertaining to 

investment in public projects
• Disclose the benefits of outbound and inbound 

investment 
• Present financiers with suitable investment options (PPP 

or PPA, Hybrid) 
• Provide methodologies to facilitate direct investment in 

government-led projects
• Strengthen investors’ confidence in the sustainability and 

longevity of ongoing or planned projects 
• Submit tenders for municipal, regional & country-wide 

infrastructure development projects 

Participants at the Annual Investment Meeting will gain 
invaluable insights in international investment policies and best 
practices in response to the prevailing world economic situation 
and opportunities therein including:

• Analysing country-specific investment potential 
• Assessing the risks attached to investing in a given country 

and gathering strategies to help insulate investment 
• Review the country’s FDI regulatory and institutional 

framework, fiscal regime, incentive packages, foreign 
business operations and cultural environment

• Building reliable investment portfolios while changing 
primary investment locations 

• Identifying investment options in a transitioning economy 
• Forming strategic bonds with government institutions 

presenting projects 
• Determining country-specific FDI dynamics 
• Review investment performances and ROI opportunities 
• Defining actionable strategies to better understand 

complex investment decisions 
• Exchanging lessons learnt & best practices from top private 

& public investors 
• Diagnosing high performance potential in overseas 

investment opportunities 
• Devising comprehensive investment plan to remove 

obstacle and avoid blind spots
• Seizing PPP and PFI options

• AIM Opening Ceremony
• AIM Conference
• AIM Ministerial Roundtable
• AIM Exhibition
• AIM Country Presentations
• AIM G2B Meetings
• AIM B2B Express Meetings
• AIM Investment Awards
• AIM Capacity Building Workshop

AIM Strategic Networking Functions
• AIM Gala Dinner
• National Cocktail Receptions
• Coffee and lunch breaks 

In a special ceremony to be held at the Gala Dinner, 
Investment Awards will be granted to select investment 
promotion agencies in recognition of their successful 
investment promotion strategies and to exceptional 
investment projects.

AIM 2014 Investment Awards
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AIM 2014 Time Table

Target Audience

1.   Armenia

2.   Austria

3.   Azerbaijan

4.   Bahrain

5.   Brazil

6.   Burundi

7.   Canada

8.   China

9.   Cyprus

10.   Congo

11.   Ecuador

12.   France

13.   Gabon

• President
• Chairman 
• Board Member 
• Chief Executive Officer 
• Chief Marketing Officer 
• Chief Investment 

Officer 
• Managing Director 
• Head of Department 

Top 33 countries represented in 2013: 

Key Job Titles: 

• Ambassador 
• Consul 
• Trade Commissioner 
• Commercial Attaché 
• Business Development 

Manager 
• Chief Editor / 

Managing Editor 

14.   Ghana

15.   Hungary

16.   Indonesia

17.   Kuwait

18.   Mauritania

19.   Morocco

20.   Namibia

21.   Nigeria

22.   Philippines

23.   Poland

24.   Portugal

25.   Russia

26.   Saudi Arabia

27.   Slovenia

28.   Switzerland

29.   Thailand

30.   Turkey

31.   United Arab Emirates

32.   United Kingdom

33.   Yemen

Government

Presidents / Ministries

• Budget & Treasury
• Development & Cooperation
• Economy
• Energy & Environment
• Finance 
• Foreign Trade 
• Planning   
• Tourism

From the Private Sectors:  

• Agribusiness
• Commodities & Exchange
• Education & Research 

Centres
• Finance, Banking & 

Insurance
• Free Zone Management
• Health Sector

•    Academia & Research Centres 
•    Ambassadors & Consuls 
•    City & Regional Promotion Agencies 
•    Chambers of Commerce  & Industry
•    Economic Development Authorities & Boards 
•    Education & Health Institutions 
•    Government-owned Banking & Investment Corporations 
•    Industrial & Economic Free Zones  
•    Investment Promotion Agencies  (IPAs)
•    Land Promotion and Development  
•    Maritime Logistics & Infrastructure Development Boards
•    Municipality’s Bids & Contracts  Departments 
•    National Tourism Promotion Boards, Councils & Authorities 
•    Real Estate & Property Development 
•    Foreign Trade
•    Public Housing Departments
•    Renewable Energy Development Boards
•    Road & Transportations Authorities
•    Sovereign Wealth Funds (SWF)
•    State-owned Enterprises 
•    Telecommunication Authorities 
•    Trade & Economic Cooperation Agencies
•    Urban Planning & Cities’ Master Planning 
•    Waste Management Agencies

Government Departments and Authorities:
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• ICT
• Infrastructure
• Manufacturing
• Real Estate & Property 

Development
• Renewable Energy
• Tourism & Hospitality

AIM 2014 will exclusively target decision-makers from the world’s most prominent investment, banking and trading communities, 
diplomatic missions represented in the UAE and region-specific industrialists, government officials and business leaders.
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AIM 2014 Conference Themes

Session Format

The 2014 Annual Investment Meeting conference 
comes at a time when global issues and secular 
themes such as the long term secular trend of 
higher growth and consumption in Emerging 
Markets compared to Developed Markets, 
dominate the investment agenda. Therefore, AIM 
2014 conference will highlight the attractiveness 
of frontier and emerging markets as investment 
locations offering unique opportunities of growth 
and high return. It will be the occasion to learn and 
hear from renown FDI experts what are the latest 
developments in international investment policies 
and strategies and best practices therein for 
sustainable development and inclusive growth.

While FDI trends will be featured both at the 
global and regional level, in view of the continued 
downward trend in global FDI flows in the last 
few years, a special focus will be made on new 
types and forms of FDI entry that are taking 
place worldwide to shed light on the strategic 

importance of such investments and the need 
for partnerships. Also, South FDI will be at the 
centre stage of discussions as well as investment 
promotion strategies to attract such investments 
and benefit from them. Some of the questions we 
will be asking will be what are location choices of 
investors from Emerging Markets and the pattern 
of their investments? What are best practices 
in attracting such investments and successful 
case studies? What is the rate of return on 
investment in growth markets and how to assess 
political and economic risks in these markets 
in different regions.  Also, what is the status of 
business innovation in Emerging Markets and 
their competitiveness through higher levels of 
productivity and cost efficiency? In addition, 
corporate location strategies will be highlighted 
to provide participants with a real life assessment 
and insights from selected global investors from 
both developed and developing countries on 
their recent location choices and the motives and 

drivers of their investments.

The Annual Investment Meeting conference once 
again will bring together an impressive faculty of 
though-leaders from around the world, including 
policy makers, CEOs and leading academics, whose 
opinion and expertise influence industry, markets, 
government and society. The conference will 
also bring together foreign investors looking for 
investment opportunities in frontier and emerging 
markets with political and business leaders, not 
only from the United Arab Emirates, but also from 
growth markets in general, interested in engaging 
in mutually rewarding business relationships.

Five years after the financial bubble, the 
investment landscape is changing more than 
ever and making it difficult to predict what is in 
store. The fourth edition of AIM will add insights 
on actionable strategies for asset allocation, 
investment selection and risk management.

Day One,  Tuesday April 8, 2014
• Frontier and emerging markets attractiveness as    
   investment destinations.
• Global FDI trends and new policies for investing  
   in growth and forging new partnerships.
• New forms and types of FDI and strategic  
   alliances.
• Role of greenfield investment as opposed to  
   M&As. 
• The rise of South FDI, patterns and location  
   choices.
• Rate of return on investment in growth markets  
   in different regions and risk evaluation  
 
Day Two,  Wednesday April 9, 2014
• Political and economic risk management in an  
   unpredictable world.
• Business innovation in the emerging world.
• Competitiveness and improved productivity.
• New corporate location strategies . New  
   investment promotion strategies in a fast  
   changing landscape. 
• Best practices in attracting investment from  
   emerging markets.

1.	 Special	guest	speeches	with	onstage		
one-on-one	Interview	

2.	 Executive	Panel	Discussions	followed		
by	extensive	Q&A	with	the	audience

3.	 Analytical	perspective	with	facts	&	figures	
checked	statistics	

4.	 Case	Studies	with	guidelines	&	
recommendations

5.	 Stream	sessions	focusing	on:	
•	 Global	Policies
•	 High	yield	investment	sectors		
•	 Investment	Vehicles	
•	 Risk	Management
•	 Investment	Promotion

AIM 2014 Conference will be held from 8 - 10 April, 2014 9:00 to 19:00

 As the most awaited FDI-focused conference targeting growth markets around the world, the fourth edition of the Annual Investment Meeting will be the stage of high-quality exchanges, 

exceptional debates and well-informed insights on global trends in investment and lucrative opportunities in frontier and emerging markets. The AIM conference will draw on an impressive 

faculty of notable experts, renown economists and seasoned practitioners from centres of excellence around the world from government, business, academia and research bodies.



in growth and to find sustainable solutions to further the cause of development in times of political and economic uncertainties. 
The Ministerial Roundtable is a high level forum involving major stakeholders to share visions and action pans through practical 
experiences to maximize FDI-induced development outcomes and to ensure policy coherence or effective investment in growth.

• Economic Governance
• Trade Cooperation
• Global Trade Policies
• Investment Policies
• Economic Integration

AIM 2014 Ministerial Roundtable Conference Topics:

Key Topics

• Agribusiness
• Natural Resource Sector Investment (Agriculture, Mining, 

Raw Materials) 
• Government New Investment Policies & Strategies
• Fiscal Policies and Double Taxation Treaties
• Investment Institutional & Regulatory Frameworks and 

Incentives to Attract FDI
• Competition Policies
• Global and Regional Investment Trends including M&As, 

New Types and Modes of Investment
• SWFs Investment Policies, strategies and Objectives
• New Determinants of FDi and Motives of International 

Enterprises
• Public-Private Partnerships and Collaborative Efforts for 

Investment
• Technology Parks and Clusters
• Tourism, Hospitality Business & Real Estate Markets
• Global Value-Chains
• Regional and International Cooperation on Trade and 

Investment 
• Economic Governance
• Impact of Budgetary Austerity on Global FDI Flows

AIM 2013 speakers included:

Country Representatives
•   Abdelaziz Rebbah, Minister of Equipment and Transport, Kingdom of Morocco

•   Mustafa Osman Ismail, Minister of Investment, Republic of Sudan

•   Ambassador Jean Daniel Tordjman

•   Andreas Dressler, Managing Director, Terrain, Germany

•   Chris Knight, International Manager, fDi Intelligence. Financial Times Ltd

•   Douglas van den Berghe, Managing Director, Investment Consulting Associates (ICA)

•   Fahad Al Gergawi, Chief Executive Officer, Dubai FDI

•   Hamad AlMass, Executive Director, Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development

•   Henry Loewendahl, Managing Director, WAVTEQ Ltd & Senior Advisor, FT

•   Karl Sauvant, Resident Senior Fellow, Vale Columbia Center on Sustainable International Investment

•   Michael Charlton, Director. Michael Charlton Consulting Limited, Rio Negocios

•   Mohamed Ibrahim, Chairman & CEO, Mo Foundation

•   Muhammad Chatib Basri, Chairman of Indonesia Investment Coordinating Board, Indonesia

•   Nazha Aschenbrenner, Senior Advisor Investment Promotion and Facilitation and former UNCTAD

Director, Investment Capacity Building Branch

•   Parag Khanna, Senior Fellow New America Foundation - Director Hybrid Reality Institute

•   Patricia Francis, Executive Director, ITC

•   Petko Draganov, Deputy-Secretary General,(UNCTAD)

•   Simon Galpin, Director General Invest HK and President of WAIPA

•   Yang Yihang, Deputy Director-General,CIPA-MOFCOM

AIM 2014 High level 
networking lunch will be 
held on Tuesday 8 April 
from 13:00 to 14:30 (date 
and time subject to change 
and by invitation only)
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AIM 2014 Ministerial Roundtable 
will allow ministers in charge of 
investment, foreign trade, foreign 
affairs, economy, finance and 
development, business leaders and 
heads of international institutions 
to discuss and share their views and 
lessons learnt as well as present their 
personal assessment on how to invest 



10

Exhibitors’ Geographic BreakdownInvestors’ Categories

Investors’ Sectors

Exhibitors’ Profile

AIM 2013 ExhibitionAIM 2013 Investors

• National & regional  investment promotion 
agencies

• Free zone management companies
• Maritime, air, terrestrial transportation 

authorities
• Economic development authorities
• Chambers of Commerce
• Trade promotion authorities
• Tourism development agencies
• Real estate &  property development 

corporations 
• Municipalities & urban planning boards
• Mining & energy supply and infrastructure 

management companies 
• Commodities trading 
• Agriculture & Rural industries

Exhibitors’ Profile 

AIM 2014 Exhibition will be held from 8 - 10 April, 2014 10:00 to 18:00 

Far East Asia
15%

Central & Eastern Europe
14%

South America
10%

Middle East
9%

Asia Pacific
19%

North America
11%

Africa
10%

Western Europe
12%

Tourism 
Boards

10%

International 
Organizations

6%

ICT
5%

Banks & Financial 
Institutions

10%

Investment Promotions 
Agencies

11%

Ministries & Departments
15%

Private Sector (Multi-Industry)
11%

Urban Planning
8%

Education
4%

Health Sector
5%

Infrastructure 
Development 

Sector
9%

Energy & Environment Boards
6%

Investment Banks
14%

True  Capital Firms
6%

Families
4%

Commercial Banks
10%

Sovereign Wealth 
Fund 6%

Private Equity 
10%

Hedge Funds
8%

Asset
Management 

8%

Wealth Management 
8%

Mutual Fund
5%

Pension Fund
3%

Real Estate Fund
7%

Private Investors
8%

Merchant Banks
3%

Utilities
6%

Agriculture
2%

Automotive
1%

Aviation & Aerospace
1%

Banking & Financial Services
5% Biotechnology

1%

Film & Entertainment Industry
1%

Food Industry
3%

Healthcare &
Pharmaceutical

Industry 3%

Hospitality & Tourism
12%

Industrial
5%

ICT 
7%

Logistics
4%Distribution & Retail

5%

Manufacturing
5%

Maritime Industry
1%

Natural Resources (Mining)
4%

Oil & Gas
3%

Petrochemicals
2%

Property Development
12%

Renewables
5%

Sport Infrastructure
1%

Textile
1%

Transportation Infrastructure
7%
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Theme : Investment Opportunities & 
conditions, focus on 
Sustainable Development

Early Bird participation already 
confirmed  (as of August 2013)

Length:  30 minutes per 
session

Focus:  

• Welcoming Message and Country/City 
Economic Briefing

• Investment Prospects, Sectors, 
Industries

• Sovereign Risk Assessment & Analysis
• Success Story or Case Study (Private 

Sector or Established Foreign Investor) 
and Investor’s Pick Discussion

• Followed by Q & A

•	 Benin
•	 China
•	 Cyprus
•	 Ghana
•	 Indonesia
•	 Kuwait
•	 Poland
•	 Russia
•	 Saudi	Arabia AIM 2014 Country Presentations will be held 

from 8 - 10, April

AIM 2014 Country
Presentation

The AIM 2014 Country Presentations are a show 
case of ongoing and planned projects presented by 
national and international government institutions. 

• Agribusiness, Food & Beverage
• Carbon Management & Trading
• Commodity Trading 
• Defense & Aeronautics 
• Energy Sufficiency & Environment 
• FDI Analysis
• Financial Services, Banking & Insurance
• Health Services & Infrastructure
• Hospitality & Tourism
• Investment Risk Assessment
• IT & New Media
• Manufacturing

The AIM 2014 Country Presentations will feature government recognized proposals delivered by stakeholders and will provide attending 
financiers with a fact & figure checked perspective on ongoing and future projects. 

The expected outcome of the AIM Country Presentations is to present audiences with limitless opportunities and the chance to create solid 
bonds in a dedicated environment and stimulate investment & project financing in sustainable business ventures and building conclusive 
partnerships. 

In a ceremony held at the Tripartite High Level Meeting 2013, the 
Minister of Economy of the United Arab Emirates launched the 
Annual Investment Meeting Investment Network. This new body is 
intended as a permanent organization that will function on a regular 
basis throughout the year. It will undertake a number of activities 
to better facilitate investment flows to participating countries, 
including through providing additional opportunities for exchanging 
experiences and best practices in investment promotion as well 
as through creating prerequisites for establishing new business 
schemes.

The work of the Network will be open to all interested public 
entities, international agencies, companies and business 
associations. The focus will be on growth markets In general and 
particularly on emerging and frontier markets in all regions.

The work of the Network will be open to all interested public 
entities, international agencies, companies and business 
associations. The focus will be on growth markets In general and 
particularly on emerging and frontier markets in all regions.

-   Investment promotion intermediaries participating in AIM.
-   Governmental bodies responsible for shaping investment policies 

and other relevant public authorities.
-   Chambers of commerce and industry.
-   Business community including individual companies and business 

associations.

AIM Country Presentations Key Industry Focus:

Eligibility for membership:

Activities

• Microfinance 
• Military Offsets
• Mining
• Petrochemicals
• Real Estate & Property Development
• Renewable Energy
• Strategic Master Planning for Urban Development
• Telecommunications
• Trade & Economic Cooperation
• Transportation Infrastructure
• Waste Management

-   Investment experts from academia, research centres, think tanks 
and specialized consulting firms.

AIM Global Investment Network

Target audience:
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AIM 2014 Capacity Building Workshop

AIM 2014 Workshop delegates will take away reliable methodologies applicable to their day-to-day management and overall professional 
duties.

AIM 2014 Workshops will be a series of 1 hour 30 mn to 3 hours seminars held prior to the event. These interactive presentations will be 
an enriching experience designed to provide attendees (small group of 20-30 registered delegates) with a comprehensive overview of the 
topics, an informative approach of the business at hand and a tactical review of their operational requirements. 

Key Topics

• Investment promotion strategies in an unpredictable world.
• FDI definitions and reporting.
• New modes and types of FDI and strategic alliances.
• How to attract investors from emerging markets, best 

practices and case studies.
• New corporate location strategies.
• Political and economic risk management.
• Policy advocacy

AIM 2014 pre-event capacity building 
workshop will be held on Monday 7 April 
from 14:00 - 17:00



AIM 2014 B2B Meetings

AIM 2014 Networking Functions

The Annual Invetment Meeting is introducing a new feature, an electronic application that would bring special 
benefits to all participants and would allow them to know the companies and people that will be attending AIM 
2014. This feature will be made available to all registered delegates who can communicate and set up meetings 
with others before coming to the event. Also, LinkedIn profiles can be imported providing information to 
prospective meeting counterparts. 

Meetings will be pre-set at 20 minutes intervals throughout the conference in a special meeting place to be 
communicated at a later stage. By setting appointments with targeted investors on the AIM Express B2B web 
application, project promoters will be able to request as many meetings as they wish with investors and financiers 
or any participant of their choice attending the event. AIM Express B2B meetings aim at becoming your client 
portfolio builder and long-term business relationship enabler.

•	 Financial	sectors	
•	 Energy	
•	 Agribusiness	
•	 Telecommunications
•	 Construction	
•	 Real	Estate	Companies	
•	 Tourism	&	Hospitality
•	 Mining
•	 Transportation	
•	 Law	firms
•	 Consultancies

B2B Meeting Participant’s Profile

•	 Government	certified	Project	Promoters
•	 Certified	Private	Promoters	
•	 Individual	Investors	
•	 Entrepreneurs	
•	 Chairmen,	Presidents	&	CEOs	from:	

AIM 2014 offers a multiplicity of networking options including: 

AIM Opening Ceremony 
April 8th, from 9 AM onwards

AIM Gala Dinner 
April 8th, from 7.30 PM onwards with entertainment function & programme

AIM Investors & IPAs Power Lunch 
April 10th, from 12 PM to 2PM 

AIM Country-Focused Networking Functions 
Dates to be confirmed

AIM 2013 Networking Opportunities will enable participants to socialize, discuss business and build long-
term relationships.  

Eligibility 

• Participation in AIM Express 
B2B is open to individuals 
and companies who have 
registered and have set formal 
appointment requests through 
AIM B2B web application

AIM 2014 Express B2B Meetings 
will be held throughout the 
event at 20 minutes intervals 
in a dedicated area to be 
announced

13
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AIM 2013 Sponsors and Partners Media Partners

Corporate Partners
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About Dubai

At the heart of one of the world’s richest regions, Dubai is a dynamic and 
rapidly expanding international business hub. 

Its location at the cross roads of Asia, Africa and Europe lends to its 
crucial role in business dealings in the region. The city is located midway 
between the Far East and Europe, which makes for easy accessibility. 
London is seven hours away, Frankfurt six, Nairobi four and Hong Kong 
eight.  Over 120 shipping lines and 107 airlines connect the city to over 
160 global destinations. 

Dubai’s luxurious airport, world-renowned duty free, award winning 
airline - Emirates and creation of a second airport, which will be the 
largest in the world, has established its position as a forerunner in the 
field of travel tourism.

In Dubai, traditional Arabic hospitality enhances its world-class service 
industry. 

Tourists are free to enjoy a great number of activities as Dubai has 
beautiful beaches, a wide selection of water sports and exciting desert 
safaris. A renowned shopping destination, Dubai hosts the world’s 
only yearly shopping festival, and is home to some of the largest and 
most fantastic malls in the world. International sporting events such as 
the world’s richest horse race - the Dubai World Cup, the Dubai Tennis 
Championship and the Dubai Desert Classic have also put the city on the 
world sporting map.

For more information about Dubai, please visit the following website: 
www.dubaitourism.ae 

Information about the Venue

Smoking

The Conference is a ‘smoking free’ event, therefore smoking in any of the conference venues is not allowed.

Dress Code

The dress code throughout all days of the 

conference is business casual. National 

dress for both males and females from 

respective countries is also a welcome 

option.

Timing

Delegates are kindly requested to be 

punctual at the different events and 

functions of the conference to ensure 

they do not distract other attendees.

Use of Mobile Phone

Delegates are required to keep their 

mobiles on silent mode throughout the 

conference functions including plenary 

sessions, post-conference workshops, 

best practices showcases and research 

paper presentations.

Essential Information

Event Access

All registered participants will have full access to all the Annual Investment Meeting 2013 activities including the opening ceremony, 

the conference, the country presentations, the exhibition & the networking functions.

Dubai International Convention & Exhibition Center 

Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre (DICEC) is firmly established as the largest and most sought after events 

destination with more than 70,000 square meters of superior space for exhibitions, conferences and events.

 

DICEC is host to high profile & prestigious events including World Diabetes Congress, World Congress on Cardiology, GITEX, INDEX, 

and is regularly awarded distinctions and accolades from the PCO industry including the 2010 “Best Purpose-Built Events Venue” and 

“Best Trade Exhibition’ in the Middle East”.

The Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre (DICEC), is enviably positioned between new and old Dubai. To one side, 

you can find the city’s glittering new skyline of hotels, freehold properties, business districts, shopping malls and entertainment 

resorts. To the other side is the older part of Dubai with its souks, landscaped parks and vibrant retail and residential districts. Dubai’s 

historic creek, wildlife bird sanctuary, zoo, museum, heritage sites; and famed beaches, championship golf courses, and marinas are 

also in the vicinity.

There is an added advantage of the Dubai International Airport being a mere 15 minutes away and the new Jebel Ali International 

Airport, which will be the largest in the world when it opens, will be just 30 minutes away.

For more information on Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre (DICEC), 

you can visit their website at: http://www.dwtc.com/

Register online @ www.aimcongress.com
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United	States	of	America

Canada

Argentina

Armenia

Poland Belarus
Romania

Russia

Korea

China

Czech	Republic

UK

Turkey

Kazakhstan

India

Namibia

Zimbabwe

Tunisia

France

UAE

Morocco

NigeriaGhana

Indonesia

Australia

Malaysia

Philippines

Cyprus

Lebanon Hungary

Jordan

Egypt
Saudi	Arabia

Ethiopia

Comoros

Pakistan

Brazil
Ecuador

Benin
Burundi

Angola

Austria

Chad

Chile

Djibouti

Georgia	

Kyrgyzstan

Luxembourg

Macedonia	Netherlands

OmanSudan

Togo

Burkina	Faso

Congo

Gabon

Mauritania

Tanzania

South	Africa

Afghanistan

Azerbaijan

Bahrain
Kuwait

Qatar

Thailand
Yemen

Kosovo Slovenia

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
T:      +971 4 39 23232
F:      +971 4 39 23332
E:      info@aimcongress.com
W:    www.aimcongress.com

China, Hong Kong & Macau
T: +86 20 28 02 20 87
F:  +86 20 28 02 20 97  
E: frances.yasmin@aimcongress.com

Switzerland
T: +41 22 734 40 91
M:   + 971 562 966 217 (Dubai)
F:     +41 22 734 40 93 
E: nazha@aimcongress.com

Poland 
T:    +48 22 646 26 76
M: + 48 739 200 290
E: marianna.myron@newcomm.pl

France, Benelux & Francophone Countries   
T:   + 33 1 40 05 07 79
M: + 33 660 77 9952
E: kbeyinfo@gmail.com 
E: kbarclais@aimcongress.com

Organized by:

Indonesia & Asia Pacific Countries 
T: +62 21 83781811
F:  + 62 21 29386819
E: helga.kumontoy@aimcongress.com

Russia & CIS Countries
T:    + 7 495 926 3064
M: + 7 903 134 64 84
E: ok@aimcongress.com

Eastern Europe & Baltic States
T:    +41 22 734 40 92
M: + 4178 828 00 75
F:     +41 22 734 40 93
E: vladimir@aimcongress.com

HEAD OFFICE: INTERNATIONAL OFFICES & PARTNERS:

Investment Partnerships for Sustainable and Inclusive
Growth in Frontier and Emerging Markets

Annual Investment Meeting Organizing Committee

switzerland


