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Allow me to begin by expressing my gratitude to the organizers of the China Overseas Investment Fair 

(COIFAIR) and, very specially, to Mr. Zhang Guobao, Chairman of CODA (China Overseas Development 

Association),for invitingus today to participateinthis important seminar. 

 

Colombia is currently going a through challenging butvery promising moment in its history. After 60 years of 

internal conflict, peace seems attainable. This will not only save hundreds of lives, it will also render the 

country yet more attractive for foreign investors and we sincerely hope China takes advantage of this 

window of opportunity opening up at the heart of the Americas. 

 

Trade with China continues to grow. Despite the slowing global economy, bilateral trade between Colombia 

and China grew by 2 billion dollars in 2014, a 14% increase vis-à -vis 2013. Today, the Colombian-Chinese 

trade balance amounts to 17.5 billion dollars of which Colombia buys 11.8 billion. These purchases account 

for 18.4% of Colombian imports rendering China a fundamental partner to us. Chinese investment in 

Colombia however, at around 100 million dollars in the last 10 years, is lagging. This is why opportunities 

like this one are so valuable. It is important to be able to explain why investing in Colombia is such a good 

idea. 

Colombia has steadily advanced during the last decade to position itself as one of the leading economies of 

the Latin American region. Currently, Colombia relies on the third -largest workforce in the regionwith 24 

million workers, the third-largest market with 48 million consumersand the fourth largest economy at 377 

billion dollars. 

 

Thanks to its privileged location, Colombia is able to offer access to both the Atlantic and the Pacific Ocean 

through 10 main port facilities of which 8 are on the Caribbean Sea and 2 on the Pacific. Colombia’s 

location is not only interesting for maritime logistics. Lying at the center of the Americas makes it also very 

attractive for airborne operations. Already, Bogota’s El Dorado Airport is the largest cargo hub in Latin 

America. 

 

The country’s macroeconomic performance remains resilient amidst the global economic slowdown and, 

according to the IMF and the World Bank, is forecast to outperform the region in 2015 and 2016. In 2014, 

Colombia grew at 4.6%, inflation remained below 4% and unemployment dropped to 9.1%. In addition to 

our sound macroeconomics, the business environment has been strengthened and Colombia is currentl y 

ranked as the business-friendliest country in the region by the World Bank. 

 



Proof of our commitment to long-term best practices is Colombia’s current bid to join the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development. Already, the OECD has recognized Colombia’sefforts to reduce 

restrictions on international investment and its achievements in developing a system for open and 

transparent investment. Joining the OECD will make Colombia even business-friendlier and this means 

you, the potential investors, will have yet more reasons to consider investing in our beautiful country.  

 

Within the many possibilities of profitable investments in Colombia, I would like to highlight three sectors 

which I think will offer Chinese investors a strategic opportunity while offering nice profits. 

 

Energy: At this moment, there are 103 power generation and 15 power transmission projects under 

construction in Colombia. Of the country’s 15GW installed capacity, 66% is hydropower. Given the 

country’s abundant water resources and the increasing demand, hydropower could easily grow by 50% in 

the coming decade. This offers a great opportunity for experienced Chinese companies that would not only 

profit from the construction of the facilities but also from the commercialization of the energy. Another 

interesting sub-sector is coal. Colombia is the largest coal producer in Latin America and the tenth 

worldwide. Given the expected surge in demand for coal in south-east Asia, investment in upgrading 

Colombian coal production could prove very profitable indeed for Chinese companies over the next 25 

years.  

 

Infrastructure: Colombia’s construction boom is just beginning. Expected to grow at 7% through 2024 and 

benefiting from wide government support, the infrastructure sector ready to absorb much investment. The 

government’s 10-year infrastructure investment plan involves over USD 55 billion in spending. In the next 

three years alone, 2.3 billion dollars will be invested in the construction of two new airports;1.8 billion will go 

to improve ten existing airports and 2.1 billion were destined for the construction of new ports. The most 

ambitious initiative however, is the construction of 8,000 kilometers of new roads countrywide at a cost of 

24 billion dollars. I think we can all agree that it is the right moment to jump in Colombia’s infrastructure 

train. 

 

Agriculture: The improved security situation has opened up nearly a third of Colombia’s territory for new 

investments agriculture. An estimated 800,000 hectares are in the process of being recovered by the 

government to be awarded for agro-industrial production. There are very places in the world where 

investors can still find such amounts of readily available farmable land. Given the increasing demand for 

foodstuff in China and worldwide, Colombia’s new agricultural frontier offers immense possibilities for all of 

those thinking in enhancing China’s food security while posting handsome profits. 

 

So, according to the aforementioned information, I would like to invite you all to learn more about Colombia 

and the opportunities it offers. I am very confident you will be surprised by the prospects of the country and 

the returns your companies will be able to make. 

 

Thank you very much! 


