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3LHD’s work received numerous important Croatian and international 

awards and prizes, among others, the award for best sports building at the 

WAF 2008 World Architecture Festival, AR-Architectural Review Award, ID 

Magazine Award, IOC IAKS Award and Croatian professional awards D. Galic, 

B. Bernardi, V. Kovacic and V. Nazor. In 2012 Croatian President Ivo Josipović 

awarded 3LHD with the Charter of the Republic of Croatia for exceptional and 

successful promotion of contemporary architecture in Croatia and abroad.

3LHD partners are actively involved in teaching and have been visiting 

lecturers and critics in numerous cities and at institutions such as ETH in 

Zurich (Switzerland), Berlage Institute in Rotterdam (Netherlands), RIBA 

London (UK) and Architectural Faculties and Universities: TU Braunschweig, 

TU Darmstadt, TU Munich (Germany), TU Vienna, TU Graz (Austria), Archi-

tectural faculties GAF Split and AF Zagreb (Croatia). Sasa Begovic has been 

a Professor at Architectural Faculty, Technical University in Graz, Austria 

2002-2006, and currently a Guest Professor at GAF Architectural Faculty, 

Universitiy of Split, and Silvije Novak an Assistant Professor at Architecture 

Faculty, University of Zagreb, Croatia.

Work of 3LHD has been widely exhibited in exhibitions at Harvard, New 

York, Vienna, Rotterdam, Copenhagen, Munich, London, Hamburg, Belgrade, 

Skopje, Moscow and widely published in books and magazines all over the 

world: Architecture Now, Collection Houses and Collection of European Ar-

chitecture, Domus (IT), Detail (DE),  db - Deutche Bauzeitung (DE), Werk, Bau-

en + Wohnen (DE), A10 magazine (NL), Wallpaper (UK), Hinge magazine (CN), 

C3 (KR), A+U (JP), The Architectural Review (USA), Architektur Aktuell (AT), 

Abitare (BG), Concept (KR).

OFFICE BIOGRAPHY

3LHD is the architectural office founded in Zagreb, Croatia in 1994 by Saša 

Begović, Marko Dabrović, Tanja Grozdanić Begović and Silvije Novak. The 

principal partners are all graduates of the Architecture Faculty at the Uni-

versity of Zagreb, Croatia and curently they live and work in Zagreb.

Since its beginning the office has grown from 4 founding partners to 

almost 40 employees, with support of administrative organization, financial 

manager and PR department. With contemporary approach, Studio resolves 

each problem through teamwork, knowledge, experience and coopera-

tion with numerous local and international experts from other professions: 

Chapman BDSP, Horwath HTL, Fanzun AG, RDH arcitects inc., Institut IGH 

d.d., Balmori associates inc., 3.Maj Shipyard, CEMEX Hrvatska...

In 20 years of practice 3LHD worked on more than 200 projects, from 

private houses, residential and public buildings, office buildings and sports 

and infrastructure facilities, of which more than 70 successful realizations. 

3LHD’s client list consists of well-known companies and corporations to pri-

vate investors, city and state institutions: ADRIS group d.d., Dolder Hotel AG, 

City of Toronto, Lingnan Group - Guangzhou Urban Planing and Design Sur-

vey Research Institiute, Atlantic Grupa, Allegheny Financial d.o.o., University 

of Zagreb, Rijeka Sport d.o.o., Maistra d.d., City of Split, City of Zagreb, Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration (Republic of Croatia), Bale 

municipality, Xi’an Qujiang New District Administrative Committee...

Designs and projects such as Spaladium Arena in Split, Memorial Bridge 

in Rijeka, Croatian Pavilion at the EXPO 2005 in Aichi, Japan and EXPO 2008 

in Zaragoza, Spain, Eastern European Cultural Centre, X’iAn, China, Riva 

Split Waterfront, Sports Hall Bale, Centre Zamet in Rijeka and Hotel Lone in 

Rovinj brought attention to the Studio, not only from professional circles but 

also from the wider public, domestic and foreign.

FOUNDED: 1994

NUMBER OF STAFF: 40

ARCHITECT, PARTNER IN CHARGE

Saša Begović

Marko Dabrović

Tanja Grozdanić Begović 

Silvije Novak

GENERAL MANAGER

Romana Ilić

FINANCIAL MANAGER

Olja Gešvind

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Koraljka Mandarić

PR / ADMINISTRATION

Mladena Žarković

ARCHITECT, ASSOCIATE

Koraljka Brebrić-Kleončić

Sanja Jasika Lovrić

Paula Kukuljica

Kristina Marković

Irena Mažer

Zorislav  Petrić

Vesna Šoić

ARCHITECT

Vibor Granić

Uršula Juvan 

Duje Katić

Nives Krsnik Rister

Nevena Kuzmanić

Leon Lazaneo

Daša Manojlović

Ana Mikelić

Maja Milojević

Nikolina Muža

Iva Peručić

Marijana Pivac

Davor Plavšić

Tomislav Soldo 

Krunoslav Szorsen

Ivana Šajn

Dragana Šimić

Deša Ucović

Ines Vlahović Mazinjanin

Jure Živković

3D & DESIGN

Jan Ružić

Branimir Turčić

Dora Bilandžić

Ema Gerovac
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Born in Bjelovar, Croatia, 1967. Saša graduated from Ar-

chitecture Faculty, University of Zagreb, Croatia. He is 

one of the 4 founding partners of  Studio 3LHD.

Saša was involved in all stages of work, from the 

first project that brought the partners together, compe-

tition for Seattle Commons Centre, all the way to recent 

projects. Saša was partner in charge on two of our may-

or projects in Split, Riva Split waterfront and Spaladium 

Arena. Spaladium Arena was built in 440 days, in time 

for the World Handball Championship held in Croatia 

in 2009. From 2000 to 2002 Saša was Editor-in-Chief 

of Man and Space, a Croatian architectural magazine. 

Since 1996 he contributed with critical writings to vari-

ous architectural and art magazines. 

He is actively involved in teaching and lecturing in 

numerous cities and institutions such as ETH in Zurich, 

Berlage Institute in Rotterdam, RIBA London and Archi-

tectural Faculties and Universities: TU Braunschweig, 

TU Darmstadt, TU Munich, TU Vienna. Saša has been a 

Guest Professor at Architectural Faculty, Technical Uni-

versity in Graz 2002-2006, and curently he is an Assis-

tant Professor of Architecture and Urban Design at the 

School of Architecture, University of Split.

SAŠA BEGOVIĆ

Partner in Charge

Principal Architect

Years of experience: 22

KEY PERSONNEL

TATJANA GROZDANIĆ BEGOVIĆ

Partner in Charge 

Principal Architect

Years of experience: 22

Born in Zagreb, 1968 where she finished her elemen-

tary and high school. Tanja graduated from Architec-

ture Faculty, University of Zagreb, Croatia. In 1994 she 

founded Studio 3LHD with 3 partners, Saša Begović, 

Marko Dabrović and Silvije Novak.  

Since the founding to 2004, except being the part-

ner in charge and project architect, she was also the 

general manager of the company. She participated in all 

company projects, from first designs to detailed draw-

ings and realizations. She was the project leader on one 

of the major projects completed recently: Hotel Lone in 

Rovinj, the first design hotel in Croatia, a member of the 

Design Hotel AG Group, an international company with 

its headquarters in Berlin that promotes exquisite ho-

tels of original and unique design.

Since the founding of the Croatian Chamber of Ar-

chitects, Tanja Grozdanić Begović is a member and ac-

tively participates in its work. Tanja is actively involved 

in lecturing, she participated in discussions, round ta-

bles and workshops in numerous cities and institutions 

in Zurich, Rotterdam, London, Darmstadt, Munich, Vi-

enna, Split, Zagreb and Motovun.

SILVIJE NOVAK

Partner in Charge

Principal Architect

Years of experience: 22

Born in Rijeka 1971 where he finished elementary 

and high school. Sivije also graduated from Architec-

ture Faculty, University of Zagreb, Croatia. He is one of 

4 founding partners of Studio 3LHD. He is actively in-

volved in teaching at Zagreb’s Architecture Faculty at 

the Department of Urban Planning and Landscape Ar-

chitecture. Silvije is a member of Society of Architects 

of Rijeka, and often acts as a jury member in architec-

tural competitions. 

He is involved in all stages of 3LHD’s work, from 

first creative meetings to the realization and site super-

vision. In the list of many projects buildt with Silvije as 

a partner in charge are three recent ones that are quite 

impresive, Zamet Centre in Rijeka, Hotel Lone in Rovinj 

and Amarin Apartment Village in Rovinj. In such com-

plex and demanding projects that focus on coordina-

tion of all participants and collaborators, Silvio’s knowl-

edge and experience is an irreplaceable addition to the 

architectural team. 

He was in charge of many of the major 3LHD projects, 

as well as on several smaller scale projects in Zagreb.

MARKO DABROVIĆ

Partner in Charge

Principal Architect

Years of experience: 22

Born in Dubrovnik, 1969 where he finished elemen-

tary and high school. Marko graduated from Architec-

ture Faculty, University of Zagreb, Croatia. One of the 

4 founding partners of Studio 3LHD. He is most inter-

ested in implementing new technologies and materials 

in architecture, always exploring new possibilities of 

crossing the boundaries. He is an official expert of the 

Croatian Football Federation for infrastructural crite-

ria of football stadiums in Croatia. Marko is an active 

member of EUROPAN. He is also a part of a group of ar-

chitects who are Mayor Advisers in city planning of City 

of Dubrovnik. Although he is always involved in all 3LHD 

projects, from first sketches to the final product, two 

projects distinct. Both are projects for Croatian Pavil-

ions for EXPO exhibitions, one in Aichi in Japan on EXPO 

2005, and the other in Zaragoza, Spain for EXPO 2008.

Marko was the project manager responsible for 

communication with local architects in order to respect 

the architectural rules and standards of the host county. 

His ability to overcome the differences and find the best 

solutions has proven to be critical for those realizations.
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AWARDS

2002 —   AR+D award winner, world’s leading emerging architecture award, 

The Architectural Review + D-Line for Memorial Bridge

—  Piranesi honourable mention for Memorial Bridge

—  Bauwelt honourable mention for Memorial Bridge

2001 —  Viktor Kovacic Annual Award 2000 for Memorial Bridge

1999 —   Republic of Croatia Ministry of Culture Vladimir Nazor Award  

for Vila Klara

1996 —  24th Youth Salon grand prix for Hotel M, Zagreb

—   24th Youth Salon honourable mention  

for National Museum of Korea, Seoul

2015 —  50th Zagreb Salon of Architecture Award in ‘Site plan’ category  

for Novalja Urban Development Study

2014 —  Drago Galic Annual Award 2008 for best residential architecture 

realization in 2013 for House V2

2012 —  European Hotel Design Award for best new built hotel for Hotel Lone

—  International Hotel Award for the best congress hotel in Europe  

for Hotel Lone 

—   IOC Trophy for Sport and Sustainable Development 2012 for  

Sports Hall Bale

—  47th Zagreb Salon of Architecture Award for Hotel Lone

—  Oris Award 2012 for Hotel Lone

—   Charter of the Republic of Croatia formally awarded  

by the President of Croatia

2011 —  Viktor Kovacic Annual Award 2011 for Hotel Lone

—  IOC/IAKS Award for Best Sports Facilities for Zamet Centre

2010 —  Bernardo Bernardi Annual Award 2009 for Zamet Centre

—   Archdaily Building of the year 2009 - sports category,  

for Zamet Centre

—   Annual Vladimir Nazor Award 2009 awarded by the Ministry of 

Culture of the Republic of Croatia for Zamet Centre

2009 —  IOC/IAKS Award for Best Sports Facilities for Sports Hall Bale

—  Drago Galic Annual Award 2008 for best residential architecture 

realization in 2008 for House J2

—  Jadrankamen award “Stone in architecture” 2009  

for Sports Hall Bale

2008 —  WAF - sport category winner for Sports Hall Bale

—  XVII CEMEX Building Award - 3rd place for Riva Split Waterfront

2007 —  CCCB award finalists for Riva waterfront

—   CEMEX national building award 2007 infrastructural objects  

for Riva waterfront

2006 —   Bernardo Bernardi Annual Award 2005  

for Croatian Pavilion EXPO 2005

2003 —   I.D. Annual Design Review Award, category Environments  

for Memorial Bridge

—  38th Zagreb Salon, for Memorial Bridge

01 OFFICE PROFILE
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BIM EXPERTISE

3LHD is the leading architectural office with BIM (Building Information 

Modeling) knowledge in Croatia. BIM is rapidly changing the world of archi-

tectural design and documentation. By using ArchiCAD and BIM software 

3LHD has gained a certain competitive advantage on the market where it 

will soon become the standard.

3LHD chose ArchiCAD as the primary tool for design 8 years ago. Over 

the years we intensely invested in personnel training services and courses. 

After successfully completing the BIM Manager training in Budapest, one of 

3LHD team members is now officially a Graphisoft Certified ARCHICAD BIM 

Manager and Certified ARCHICAD Professional.

As one of the first architectural firms in Croatia to convert from 2D 

drawings to 3D BIM environment, we have assisted our associates and con-

sultants with their conversion to BIM software’s in order to form the 100% 

Building Information Modelling team.

The “pilot” project was Bus Terminal Žabica with its extremely complex 

structure. Very short deadline and the complicated site topography of Ama-

rin Apartment Village were surmounted with BIM on time. Few recent pro-

jects were also designed in BIM - Hotel LN Garden Resort in Guangzhou, Chi-

na, currently under construction, and the complete project for Hotel Dolder 

Waldhaus interior, including all of the specified quantities and schedules.

The current project of Hotel Park in Rovinj will be the first Open BIM 

project in Croatia. It will allow all included experts and consultants to work 

simultaneously on the project, coordinate and exchange information on the 

same 3D model of the building.   

BIM EXPERIENCE IN NUMBERS

IN USE SINCE
2008

ACTIVE USERS

25

BIM MANAGER TRAINING
June 2016

GRAPHISOFT KEY CLIENT CONFERENCE
June 2016

BIM ZAGREB CONFERENCE
25.04.2016

GRAPHISOFT WORKSHOP IN 3LHD
17.03.2016

VISIT TO GRAPHISOFT
11.12.2015

01 OFFICE PROFILE
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It allows us to build virtual 3-D models we can explore and manipu-

late, facilitating better understanding of the interactions between spaces 

and the relationships between the materials utilized and systems created.  

BIM software uses a database to generate a digital 3-D image and create 

building plans. This flexibility and true modelling of components allows us to 

make necessary revisions, and assemble details with more accuracy. 

The software contains rich data that we utilize for design, clash detec-

tion, schedules and specifications. The result is better coordination with all 

included engineers and projects (MEP, structural, landscape and others) and 

less complication during the construction period. BIM can virtually “build”, 

view and test a facility, what is most useful in the later use and maintenance 

of the building - facility management.

01 OFFICE PROFILE
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HOTEL LONE

Hotel Lone, the first design hotel in Croatia, is situated in a unique and pro-

tected region of the Zlatni Rt forest park. It was created by a team of re-

nowned Croatian creatives comprised of a new generation of architects, 

conceptual artists, product, fashion and graphic designers. 

The hotel’s identity is recognized through the external design of the 

building, with a facade that is defined by dominant horizontal lines. In addi-

tion to the overall architecture, the interiors and the furniture were designed 

and chosen especially for the hotel. The site’s complex terrain with dramatic 

altitude changes determined the locations of internal facility spaces through 

a dynamic interweaving of public areas and guest suites at all levels. 

The entire design is based on contrasts (black, white, and wood) and 

fabrics as a unifying element, varying from a fluid thin veil in the restaurant, 

through functional but dynamic wall coverings in the rooms, to the richly 

decorative mural in the lobby. The key to the concept was the awareness of 

the necessity to avoid the sterility of most hotel facilities; that is why the 

designers used textiles with rich textures and quality oak veneer treated 

with eco-friendly lacquers, which give the visual and tactile impression of 

untreated massive wood.

The conceptual assumptions used in the design of the hotel and its in-

terior show evidence of a deep respect towards the achievements of hotel 

architecture on the Adriatic Coast from the previous century.

PROJECT #142

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT

Maistra d.d.

LOCATION
Rovinj, Croatia

TYPE
commission

PROGRAM
public, leisure

PROJECT YEAR
2006-2010

CONSTRUCTION

09/2010 - 07/2011

SITE AREA (m2)

22157

SIZE (m2)
29476

FOOTPRINT (m2)

6017
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DOLDER WALDHAUS

The Conceptual approach for the Interior Design of Dolder Waldhaus Hotel is 

to unite enjoyment of nature, rest and recreation. The relation to given con-

cept and values of Integrated, Natural and Relaxed spaces was developed 

into principles.

First one is Symbiosis - a mutually beneficial association of two dif-

ferent organisms or ideas; like natural and man-made. Two different things 

enjoy benefis of a union, a cooperation that happens naturally. For example, 

one of our materials, wood, is a (natural) theme, appearing in many ways 

throughout the hotel, and it coexists in harmony with concrete, stone and 

other materials. 

The hotel itself lives with the nature that surrounds it and permeates 

its artificial structures to create a more natural living space for humans that 

will inhabit it. That gave us our second natural approach to interior, Semi 

Permeable Membrane between two different spaces. It explains penetration 

of nature into the hotel tissue on many different levels. Every wall surface is 

a kind of membrane, permeable for light (natural and artifcial), view to the 

city, people, objects, reflection of other spaces. This principle enables imme-

diate perception of the whole space, chooses path, and the position.

Third natural principle is the fow. Spatial flow. Like the water, or a 

stream that starts high up in the Alps and gently descent down to the lake, 

in the same way all hotel spaces very naturally flow from the beautiful forest 

on the north side of the hotel through the entrance and lobby.

PROJECT #225

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
 Dolder Hotel AG

LOCATION
Zurich, Switzerland

TYPE
invited competition

PROGRAM
public, leisure, hospitality

PROJECT YEAR
2013

CONSTRUCTION
2016-2019

SITE
9354 

SIZE 
9927 

FOOTPRINT
2135 
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HOTEL PARK

Hotel Park is planned as a replacement building for the existing hotel lo-

cated in the Monte Mulini tourist zone in Rovinj. The new five star Hotel 

Park is planned to be a business city hotel, which will be open all year long, 

for smaller conferences, meetings and events. Its target guests will be the 

population from 31 to 60 years of age with high expectations, demands and 

income.

It is located directly on the coast, near the port of nautical tourism/

marina. It will connect the inner city area with the tourist attractions of the 

Monte Mulini zone. Along with its content value, the site also features a view 

towards the old town and the island of St.Catherine. The hotel is planned to 

have 209 accommodation units, which are divided to two room types and 3 

apartment types depending on their square footage and features.

The building is conceived as terraced, with an irregular ground plan. It 

adjusts to the slope of the site with its volume, floor plan and height (the top 

entrance level is at 24,8m, and the lower level is at 4,8m). It has a total of six 

floors, the fourth and the fifth are completely above ground while all the oth-

ers have their above and underground parts.

The facilities are distributed vertically in a way that the 4th and the 5th 

floor consist of most of the public parts of the hotel (main entrance area, res-

taurants and bars, congress hall and indoor and outdoor pool with wellness). 

The 4th floor has a wing with accommodation units. All other floors (1st, 2nd, 

3rd) have accommodation units in the frontal – aboveground areas; and 

service spaces and parking garages in the underground areas. The ground 

floor – on the promenade and the square in front of the hotel level has an ad-

PROJECT #202

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Maistra d.d.

LOCATION
Rovinj, Croatia

TYPE
commission

PROGRAM
hospitality

PROJECT YEAR
2015

SITE (m2)
35341

SIZE (m2)
29927

FOOTPRINT (m2)
16340
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ditional entrance for guests, commercial and catering/hospitality facilities. 

Besides from the different purpose, the 4th and the 5th floor are differently 

designed and in their relationship to the landscape planned as pavilions with 

a dominant roof and canopy. Design of the floors with accommodation units 

is dominated by roofs with intense greenery and deep canopies.

The areas alongside the promenade are functionally and formally dif-

ferent from other spaces. They are intended to be the new places of urban 

life and meetings – a point which connects the old town urban fabric with 

the tourist and park spaces of the Monte Mulini zone. That is why they are 

designed as a square with different amenities – resting zones and gather-

ing and meeting points complemented by shopping and catering facilities of 

the hotel. A relaxing atmosphere is created by water surfaces, pavement and 

greenery, thus framing particular content zones and making the whole area 

attractive and accessible.
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HOTEL ADRIATIC

Hundred years old Hotel Adriatic is the only hotel in the urban fabric of the 

city of Rovinj, located in the Rovinj old town which was declared a cultural 

monument in 1963. A comprehensive renovation transformed it into a luxu-

rious focal point of the city, through the collective efforts of creative peo-

ple from Croatia, Slovenia, Austria, Italy, Germany and France. The authors 

of the concept and architecture are architects from Studio 3LHD, Studio 

Franić/Šekoranja with 3LHD are responsible for the interior design, Vanja 

Žanko was the art curator, graphic designer Lana Cavar is responsible for 

the visual identity and the staff uniforms were designed by Studio I-GLE. In 

addition to preserving the heritage values of the hotel, historical layers of 

the hotel were interpreted in the design, and the artistic interventions cre-

ated a contemporary cosmopolitan spirit.

The building is located in a protected historic centre of Rovinj, causing 

the renovation project to have a lot of predetermined factors. The conser-

vationists’ attitude according to which the complete reconstruction of the 

external facade of the building without any possibility for a contemporary 

reinterpretation of its individual parts was required was fully respected. 

Changes were allowed in the interior of the building – which was used as in-

spiration for the concept that is permeated by the buildings historical layers.

A series of interventions opened up the interior and made it more rep-

resentative. Emphasis was placed on maintaining the existing staircase that 

leads from the first to the fourth floor. The new staircase from the ground floor 

to the rooms is placed eccentric relative to the ground floor to make the public 

facilities of the hotel (cafe, brasserie) more open towards the town square.

PROJECT #233

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Maistra d.d.

LOCATION
Rovinj old town centre, Croatia

TYPE
commision

PROGRAM
hospitality, public

PROJECT YEAR
2014

CONSTRUCTION
01/2015 - 07/2015

SITE AREA (m2)
821

SIZE (m2)

1911

FOOTPRINT (m2)

821
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The main characteristic of the interior are site-specific art installations, 

complemented with smaller works that are placed throughout the space, 

whose authors are well-known international artists. The uniquely designed 

rooms seem like artistic studios; their intimate ambience provides the 

guests with an atmosphere of an elegant home, not a hotel room. Rooms 

vary in size, decorated with very similar furniture, but with completely differ-

ent works of art. Art works of museum value together make an impressive 

and unique hotel art collection with more than a hundred pieces that will be 

enjoyed by the curious guests looking for a different experience.
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LN GARDEN 
RESORT HOTEL

The LN Garden Resort is part of the Nansha Seaside Park on the Pearl 

River estuary. The hotel forms a unique entity with the surrounding land-

scape. Its’ volume and mountainous effect are disintegrated with parallel 

horizontal lines of the façade.

The main public space of the hotel has a view of the bay on the west and 

Seaside Park on the east side. Two vertical lobbies and a dominant water 

feature allow for a gentle flow of space.

The accent in the interior, especially bedrooms, is placed on luxurious, 

natural look of materials. Smooth silky curtain fabric and deep, soft carpet-

ing emphasize the surrounding landscape. Travertine stone is the natural 

material used for bathroom, all floors, wall cladding and basins. The ban-

quet hall is designed to reflect a theatrical experience. Dramatic lighting, 

halo-like pendant lamps and fine linens followed by leather curtain lines 

and rich cedar wood used on both ceilings and wall panels represent a note 

of high luxury. The Health center area expands on three sides of a lobby - the 

northeast wing accommodates treatment rooms and the south is reserved 

for sport and fitness facilities. A swimming pool with whirlpools, hydro-mas-

sages, two 20 meter swimming lanes and an outdoor extension is situated in 

the double floor height northwest wing.

Green elements from the exterior appear in the interior linking it with 

the environment. Shade isprovided with tree canopies placed on the wa-

ter surfaces or next to them, on the green or paved areas. Trees are placed 

around the hotel giving it a green surrounding with a purpose of making soft-

er edges towards the scenery.

PROJECT #228

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
 LN Group

TYPE
commission

PROGRAM
public, leisure, hospitality

LOCATION
Nansha, China

PROJECT YEAR
2014

SITE AREA  (m2)
34313

SIZE (m2)
54622

FOOTPRINT  (m2)
8570
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BELVEDERE HOTEL

The new Belvedere will be a modern five star luxury property located on 

a slope opposite of Dubrovnik. The hotel, residences and villas are com-

pletely surrounded by a green promenade and a garden. The urban design 

recognizes three main features of the site: a steep slope of the terrain, the  

Mediterranean surroundings and the gradation of urban matrix in relation 

to the coast line.

The reception and the entrance are a focal point of the property. Situ-

ated on its highest point, the reception is a starting point of a funicular that 

descends towards the sea into the main lobby of the hotel.

The hotel room serves as a contrast to the grandiose entrance, with a 

minimalist design and a dose of luxury. A high level of intimacy is achieved by 

an L-shaped interior that embraces an outdoor loggia, a canopy that provides 

a shaded private outdoor area, a plunge pool and a small garden. An atypical 

width to depth ratio of the floor plan provides a feeling of spaciousness.

The hotel has its own sea reception, a pier with a contemporary orsan, 

connected by sea to the Restaurant 360° in the Dubrovnik Old Town. The res-

taurant is an integral part of the hotel concept and acts as a city reception 

for the guests.

The botanical promenade, laid as a backbone through the site, opens 

various natural zones as extensions of indoor spaces. The site has land-

scape zones with two distinctive characters: a woodland area and a karst, 

rocky area. The terraces and roof gardens in the woodland have greenish 

groundcovers and trees; while those surrounded by rocky areas are covered 

with perennials, small shrubs and rocks in greyish color.

PROJECT #240

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT

Vila Larus d.o.o.

TYPE
competition

PROGRAM

tourism, leisure, hospitality

LOCATION
Dubrovnik, Croatia

PROJECT YEAR
2015-2016

SITE AREA (m2)
40265

SIZE (m2)
19568

FOOTPRINT (m2)
9949
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HOTEL HELIOS 

Hotel Helios is located in Lošinj, embedded in the rich greenery of Čikat bay. 

The design concept is based on maximizing the view of the surrounding 

landscape. The main hotel building is shaped like a circle that symbolizes 

the holistic approach used in designing the project. The used materials and 

the layout of the building promote the idea of harmony, relaxation and pleas-

ure. Great importance is given to natural lighting and materials. Colors are 

inspired by nature and local flora.  

The hotel offers a variety of spa and wellness services and several spe-

cialty restaurants. Because of the radial layout all of the rooms have an ideal 

view. They allow the guests more privacy and intimacy while taking advan-

tage of the connection with the surronunding landscape. 

PROJECT #249

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Jadranka d.d.

PROGRAM
leisure, hospitality

TYPE
competition

LOCATION
Čikat bay, Lošinj

PROJECT YEAR
2015

SITE AREA (m2)
58184

SIZE (m2)
23660

FOOTPRINT (m2)
12171
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MARASKA PARK

PROJECT #256

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT

Zadar Resort d.o.o.

TYPE
competition

PROGRAM

residential, retail

LOCATION
Zadar, Croatia

PROJECT YEAR
2016

SITE AREA (m2)
15959

SIZE (m2)
24858

Zadar is an ancient city with a Roman heritage and influences from the Aus-

trian, French and Italian empires, with a rich cultural spirit. Today, Zadar is 

full of life and people who happily and peacefully enjoy the Sun standing on 

the landscape installation The Sun Salutation or enjoy the unique sympho-

nies performed by The Sea Organ. 

The plot of Maraska Park is located by the waterfront in the city centre. 

It consists of two typologies - a residential oasis (Kalando Residences) hid-

den behind the Maraska luxury hotel and a new neighborhood with business 

and shopping spaces (Rosolio Pavilion).

The inspiration for Kalando Residences comes from villas along the 

Dalmatian coast immersed into greenery. It is a place which gradually trans-

forms Zadars’ vivid streets into a serene home. With its modern appearance 

and a relaxed character Kalando is respectful to the old and noble villas that 

surround it. Large windows allow communication with the landscape green-

ery while introverted gardens protect the residents&#39; intimacy. All of 

the apartments are surrounded by the shimmering sea or a green curtain of 

the garden, providing intimacy and serenity. Residents can enjoy a spacious 

common garden with a calming pool. A roof top terrace offers stunning views 

and a sense of freedom.

The Rosolio Pavilion is a place reminiscent of Zadar’s eventful life and 

tradition of the coffee houses. The neighborhood invites guests to socialize 

and introduces them to Zadar history and contemporary life. The passages 

of the pavilion are interspaced between the coffee bars and restaurants as 

a reference of the narrow streets of Zadar.
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HOTEL DUBROVNIK 
PALACE
In one of the synonyms for Croatian hotel architecture, Hotel Dubrovnik Pal-

ace, 3LHD was engaged on the project of reconstruction of the rooms and 

the restaurant. Better functionality and aesthetic quality were a guiding 

principle in developing the concept of space design.

Wood and natural materials, curtains and fabrics have been used to 

ensure a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere with a fantastic view of the 

Elaphiti Islands.

The colors of materials and furniture change depending on the room 

type, resulting in dominant color schemes made with fabrics, curtains and 

carpets that change from one room type to another. The colors of the walls 

and ceilings are darker and calmer to emphasize the structure and the no-

bility of natural elm wood combined with white surfaces of the custom made 

furniture. Bathroom walls are dominated by mirrors that reflect light ceram-

ics on walls and floors.

In interior design, 3LHD worked together with product designers from 

Grupa Studio, who designed the furniture and lamps for the rooms, the art 

graphics (for the wallpaper) with stylized Mediterranean motifs, situated 

above the bed headboard in every room, were developed in collaboration 

with artist Mare Šuljak, and all of the textiles, curtains and covers were cho-

sen in collaboration with fashion designers from Studio I-GLE.

PROJECT #223

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Adriatic Luxury Hotels

LOCATION
Masaryk road 20, Dubrovnik, Croatia

PROGRAM
public, leisure, hospitality, tourism

TYPE
commission

PROJECT YEAR
2013

CONSTRUCTION
06/2013 - 04/2014
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AMARIN APARTMENT 
VILLAGE
Amarin Apartment Village is located north of the city of Rovinj, surrounded by 

lush vegetation. The Village was conceived to have a high quality intimate out-

door space that accompanies each apartment as well as a comfortable interior.

The basic modular element – the accommodation unit – is multiplied 

and grouped into blocks by spatial variations and rotations. The blocks differ 

from one another in the color scheme of the building facade materials. The 

apartment units are brought into a spatial correlation by formation of voids 

and atria between them.

Outdoor spaces at the Village are graded from intimate - atria, semi-

public – the neighborhood, to public – paths through the village. A concept 

of „unit privacy“ was developed by creating strokes of micro sceneries. The 

tools for the development of this concept were the volume design (loggia, 

atrium, garden, and terrace) and the choice of the materials (rough plaster, 

ceramics, wood, pergolas, and vegetation). They were used to form a distinc-

tive color scheme used in the building architecture.

The apartment units can have a combination of apartments that come 

in two different types – two floor ones and single floor ones. In addition to 

the apartments, service rooms and maids’ rooms, toilets and installation fa-

cilities are located on each plot. Amarin is entirely pedestrian, no cars are 

allowed on the site, and car parking is provided on the edge of the site.

The Apartments visual identity and signage and environmental graph-

ics were developed by Lana Cavar and Luka Predragović. As part of the visual 

identity, Croatian illustrator OKO made the illustrations applied in the inte-

rior of the apartments and on the signage.

PROJECT #158

ARCHITECT

3LHD

CLIENT

Maistra d.d.

LOCATION
Monsena-Valdaliso tourist zone, Rovinj

TYPE
commission

PROGRAM
leisure, tourism

PROJECT YEAR
2009-2012

CONSTRUCTION 
11/2012 - 05/2013

SITE AREA (m2)
31387

SIZE (m2)
14971

FOOTPRINT (m2)
8603
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EDEN WELLNESS

PROJECT #201

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Maistra d.d.

LOCATION

Rovinj, Croatia

TYPE
commision

PROGRAM
public, leisure, hospitality

PROJECT YEAR
2011

CONSTRUCTION START DATE
01/2012 - 05/2012

SIZE (m2)
1570

FOOTPRINT (m2)
1270

The project of Eden Wellness includes the complete reconstruction of existing 

wellness spaces; patisserie and an accompanying terrace of the legendary star 

hotel Eden.

It is located on the ground floor of the Hotel, with access to the garden 

through the terrace and the vitality bar (former patisserie) and the outdoor-

training spaces. It consists of several units - massage spaces, a fitness hall 

with external training ground, locker rooms, saunas and a swimming pool 

with a whirlpool and relaxation zones.

The planned project included retaining the position of the entrance to 

the spa and pool shell, the new disposition of other spaces, a complete re-

placement and construction of new installations, without an intervention to 

the load-bearing reinforced concrete structure of the hotel.



02 HOSPITALITY REFERENCES P. 67/118HOSPITALITY REFERENCES & SELECTED PROJECTS 10/2016



02 HOSPITALITY REFERENCES P. 69/118HOSPITALITY REFERENCES & SELECTED PROJECTS 10/2016

MULINI BEACH

Mulini Beach is located on the exit from the central part of Rovinj and in the 

continuation of the promenade, wrapped in a rich green public park and green 

forest. It is an extension of the city’s public area and the promenade whose 

primary function is to connect the city of Rovinj and park Punta Corrente. 

An extremely important factor in the design of the beach was the relation-

ship to existing terrain. With regard to the specific environment that is com-

pletely different depending on the time of day due to the influence of the 

tides the design was dependent on the sea as a variable element. That is 

why the entire area of the beach is divided into two zones. The first zone is 

designed as a natural topography, with lots of fractured surfaces for sun-

bathing while the calmer bay area can sustain a pebble beach.

Mulini Beach Bar, a beach facility with a large bar, locker rooms, show-

ers, toilets and an information desk is located in the center of the zone. It is 

designed as a pavilion with a floating pergola roof – a steel structure that 

rests on six points, whose final shape was determined by an analysis of the 

sun movement through the summer months. 

The pergola, weighing 20 tons, has a span of 30m in length. The bar can 

be closed with a sliding wall that is stored inside a storage room during the 

day. The plateau in front of the bar is equipped with infrastructure that al-

lows small concerts and entertainment.

PROJECT #171

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Maistra d.d.

LOCATION
Monte Mulini zone, Rovinj, Croatia

TYPE
commision

PROGRAM
public, leisure, hospitality

PROJECT YEAR
2012-2014

CONSTRUCTION
10/2013 - 05/2014

SITE AREA (m2)
13515
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LONE OUTDOOR POOL 

Lone Outdoor Pools are located in a sheltered and naturally preserved Lone 

bay. They represent a natural continuation of Hotel Lone outdoor spaces, in 

the Zlatni Rt forest park.

The project includes three outdoor pools and an accompanying terrace 

with sun bathing spaces, swimming pool facilities, an open stage and a res-

taurant. Relax and aqua-fun pool are interconnected with a waterfall, the 

shallow children’s pool is separated. They have a total water area of 1054m2.

Pools are formed to accompany their functions and attractions: lying 

down, sitting and standing massage, 25-meter track swimming, aqua aero-

bics and geysers. The information desk, an outdoor pool bar and service ar-

eas are located in the accompanying pool house.

A sunbathing terrace with deck chairs is designed in six levels which 

follow the existing natural terrain topography. A height difference between 

the levels allows unobstructed views of the beautiful Lone Bay and the sea 

from every level. 

An open stage - an outdoor shaded building for happenings and eve-

ning events, is set on the lowest level. The stage is integrated with the newly 

refurbished restaurant Oleander, a perfect place for relaxation, fun activi-

ties, entertainment programs and events. The restaurant is protected from 

sunlight with a large wooden pergola, with a direct view of the sea, pool 

and the open stage. The restaurant offers simple dishes from the grill and 

a stone oven during the day, and in the evening it turns into a steak house 

and a lounge bar which complements the stage in an authentic Mediter-

ranean ambient.

PROJECT #192

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Maistra d.d.

PROGRAM
public, leisure, hospitality

TYPE
commission

LOCATION
Monte Mulini zone, Rovinj

PROJECT YEAR
2011-2012

CONSTRUCTION
01/2012 - 05/2013

SITE AREA (m2)
4675

SIZE (m2)
2473
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RIVA SPLIT 
WATERFRONT
The city of Split and its waterfront, the Riva, as the paradigm of its history 

and character, are among the most interesting and most specific sites in the 

Mediterranean. 

Split waterfront is an urbanized, public, open and accessible space, 

1700 years old. It stands in front of Diocletian’s Palace, once the home of the 

Roman emperor. The modular Roman form of the palace in the latter phase 

became the framework that shaped the city and directed its expansion; in 

the same way, the dimensions, materials and form of the modular network 

of concrete elements laid on Riva directed the arrangement and positions of 

all the other elements of the public space. 

The waterfront is the focal point where the city meets the sea. 250 me-

ters long and 55 meters wide, it is also the main public square, the space 

for all kinds of social events, promenade by day, parade by night, the site of 

sport events, religious processions, festivals and celebrations. The project 

rearticulates the space for all the mentioned events and harmonizes them 

on a new integrated surface. The solution uses not only architectural design, 

but also materials, to respond to all the challenges of utilization set before 

the Riva. 

All urban elements and equipment was specially designed for this pro-

ject and they try to meet local spirit and atmosphere.

PROJECT #114

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Split

LOCATION
Split, Croatia

TYPE
public competition - invited

PROGRAM
public space

CONSTRUCTION
10/2006 - 05/2007

SITE AREA (m2)
2407 (competition)

FOOTPRINT
14000 (built)

DESIGN OF URBAN ELEMENTS
Numen/For Use
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SKI PAVILION /  
RESTAURANT RADUŠA
Mountain ski restaurant Raduša is located at the top of the beautiful Raduša 

mountain range in central Bosnia, at an altitude of 1720 meters. Conceptu-

ally, it is based on the idea of a mountain pavilion - viewpoint, located at the 

ski resort, in the middle of the green hills overlooking the valley. The irregu-

lar shape of the building was formed by reinterpretation of the terrain. Its’ 

gentle sloping roof allows topographic integration and blends the structure 

into the surrounding landscape. The fractured surface of the roof rises and 

returns into the terrain, and the restaurant facilities are neatly tucked under 

it. The roof height adjusts to follow the facilities and contents thus contrib-

uting to the dynamics of the restaurant and bar.

Two terraces are located on opposite glass walls of the pavilion. The 

south, entry terrace allows outdoor après-ski program, and the northern 

offers beautiful views of the surrounding Bosnian mountains and Uskoplje 

valley. Visitors can find a safe haven by the large fireplace within the single 

volume space, while enjoying the local food and scenery looking out through 

the large glass surfaces. The complete interior and the furniture were de-

signed and manufactured from local wood. The aim was to make an impres-

sion of warmth, typical for mountain houses, which are calling for a warm 

drink and relaxing by the crackling fire.

A positive circumstance was that the client/investor was also the main 

contractor, so the challenging steel structure panelled with 5mm thick steel 

sheets and all other construction materials were manufactured in local fac-

tories located in Uskoplje.

PROJECT #185

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Tom d.o.o. Uskoplje

LOCATION
Raduša Mountain, Uskoplje Gornji Vakuf, 
Uskoplje, Bosnia & Herzegovina

PROGRAM
public, sport, leisure

TYPE
public commission

PROJECT YEAR
2010-2011

CONSTRUCTION
08/2010 - 10/2011

SIZE (m2)
820

FOOTPRINT (m2)
420
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GREEN PAVILION 
RESTAURANT
The most important element and the inspiration for this project is the loca-

tion itself, with high quality existing vegetation, which is densely distributed 

throughout the plot. The idea of   the new Pavilion / Restaurant is to construct 

a space by mapping the area of   the trees and to define the remaining terri-

tory for construction. By raising this ‘cut’ green territory in the air the space 

‘below’ is created. Another functional element and a seasonal regulator 

of light is a ‘vegetative’ canopy that has been formed along the roof edge. 

Open atrium spaces let the light enter all parts of the building and provide 

visual and physical connections with the natural environment. The large en-

trance atrium is the main entrance Plaza, a meeting place and an open ter-

race. Two main restaurants are located next to two main building atriums. 

The canteen space is oriented to the Forest Park and the sliding doors en-

able its expansion to the exterior.

The accommodation units are designed as freestanding volumes raised 

on the pavilion roof for privacy. Zones with different plants were formed 

around the apartments, on the roof surface.

The idea is to create a sustainable house, which will contribute to the 

environment. The roof and its oversized vegetative canopy are excellent reg-

ulators of heat, a thick protective cover that keeps the house from cold in 

winter and heat in summer.

The landscape design is an integral part of the basic architecture con-

cept. The largest part of the roof surface is covered with succulents typical 

for roof gardens; other areas are organized into regular shapes inspired by 

plant growing plots.

PROJECT #187

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
University of Zagreb,  
Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry

TYPE
invited competition

PROGRAM
public, culture, education, leisure, 
hospitality

LOCATION
Tvrtko Milos Street, Zagreb, Croatia

PROJECT YEAR
2010

CONSTRUCTION START DATE
03/2014

SITE AREA (m2)
4536

SIZE (m2)
1600

FOOTPRINT (m2)
1702
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KARLOVAC FRESHWATER 
AQUARIUM AND RIVER MUSEUM
The starting point for the concept design of the aquarium were embank-

ments or ‘šanci’ – design elements inspired by the ‘Karlovac star’ (old city of 

Karlovac built in the shape of a star) which served, together with mounds, as 

protection from flooding. The idea behind the aquarium design was to create 

a new location by the river Korana that will become a focal point for visitors 

taking a stroll by the river, or passing by to visit events taking place nearby. 

This is why three walking routes were formed: towards the city centre and 

the river; towards the south and the sports and recreational centre; and to-

wards east, and the road access. A new point was formed at the junction of 

the walking routes – a square around which all of the aquarium facilities 

are located without disturbing the natural look of the Korana valley. Pub-

lic spaces that require daylight for normal operation are placed in buildings 

around the square. All of the public spaces are connected to the exhibition 

part of the aquarium which is located on the basement floor due to specifics 

of plant and animal wildlife that require complete control of lighting. Each 

of the three aquarium buildings has only one façade – the one oriented to-

wards the square. They are ‘invisible’ on the sides facing the edges of the 

plot, the roofs and outward facing elevations are covered with ground and 

grass and formed as parts of a park, playground and promenade. The exhibi-

tion layout displays the flora and fauna of Croatian rivers and their ecosys-

tems, and it is designed to show a ‘typical’ karst river – the river flora and 

fauna and its biodiversity.

PROJECT #224

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Karlovac

TYPE
 public procurement

PROGRAM
public, leisure, sport

LOCATION
Karlovac, Croatia

PROJECT YEAR
2013

CONSTRUCTION
09/2015 - 08/2016

SITE AREA (m2)
8327

SIZE (m2)
2915

FOOTPRINT (m2)
1939

02 SELECTED PROJECTS
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HOUSE V2

House V2 is located in Dubrovnik, in the urbanized area of Lozice determined 

by steep topography made   up of retaining walls. Stone walls and altitude 

differences were used as the basis for laying new topographic layers. A gen-

tly undulating roof plate follows the internal structure of the building and 

defines the body of the house which is incorporated into the landscape by 

its geometry. The simple forms with their materials and white stone facades 

are in accordance but also in contrast to the drywall.

The design concept was to create a house open to nature but suffici-

ently protected against the climate. A quality view is utilized with large win-

dows on the facades.

The house is developed in levels - the entrance is on the top floor, park-

ing area next to the street, other activities are organized in split-levels: bed-

rooms with bathrooms, parents’ bedroom with a dressing room and a bath-

room, living and dining area, kitchen, service spaces, lounge and space for 

children to play. Living and dining rooms have a direct connection with a par-

tially covered terrace with an outdoor pool. The landscape is also designed 

in several levels connected by stairs that go down to the sea.

The facade and the roof are clad in white stone plates; large windows 

are partially recessed into the volume and open the house towards the sea 

ensuring a pleasant shade in the interior. Terraces are paved with stone and 

teak planks and all surfaces are planted with indigenous plants and execut-

ed in materials adapted to the area and climate.

PROJECT #89

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
private

LOCATION
Lozica, Dubrovnik

TYPE
invited competition

PROGRAM
family house

PROJECT YEAR
2003

CONSTRUCTION END DATE
06/2013

SITE AREA (m2)

959

SIZE (m2)

399

FOOTPRINT (m2)
246

02 SELECTED PROJECTS



02 HOSPITALITY REFERENCES P. 93/118HOSPITALITY REFERENCES & SELECTED PROJECTS 10/2016 02 SELECTED PROJECTS



02 HOSPITALITY REFERENCES P. 95/118HOSPITALITY REFERENCES & SELECTED PROJECTS 10/2016

HOUSE U

PROJECT #90

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
private

LOCATION
Dubrovnik, Croatia

TYPE
commission

PROGRAM
family house

PROJECT YEAR
2006-2011

CONSTRUCTION START DATE
2010 - 06/2012

SITE AREA (m2)
2355

SIZE (m2)
848

FOOTPRINT (m2)
468

House U is situated in Ploče quarter in Dubrovnik, on a steep site of irregular 

shape divided by a road. The house is set on top of the plot with a wonderful 

view of the Old City and Lokrum Island, while the lower part is intended for 

a lush garden.

The project task was to design a house for parents and their adult chil-

dren with their families. Therefore, the plot contains two objects. One, a two 

storey object for parents, and the other, made up of two apartments for the 

children and their families. A shared outdoor space is inserted between the 

two houses - a terrace designed for socializing and family gatherings. The 

pool is in front of the parents’ house, sunken under the terrace level so it 

does not block the view from the living room.

One of the main project features is the white facade constructed from 

local stone from the quarry Visočani, cut into 8x120cm “sections”. The fa-

çade whiteness is underlined by slits of large continuous glass which pro-

vide wonderful views of the city to all living and bedrooms areas, while the 

bathrooms and kitchen are located in the interior of the house. The smaller 

house is pulled out towards the garden area to allow greater privacy, and 

the children’s house façade is “broken” to ensure privacy to the sleeping and 

living areas.

A simple combination of materials is complemented by natural wood 

pergola beams connecting the two houses. The natural wood is also used as 

a floor covering and for the garage door panels. Wooden furniture in all three 

units is custom made to maximize the space and underline minimalism in 

colors and materials.

02 SELECTED PROJECTS
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CROATIAN PAVILION 
EXPO 2005, AICHI, JAPAN
The concept of Croatia’s presentation at World EXPO 2005 in Aichi, Japan 

is based on the idea, the plan layout and the metaphor of salt pans. This 

concept culturally upgrades the initial, general theme “A drop of water” into 

“A drop of water: a grain of salt” due to the recognizable particularity of the 

Croatian landscape and history - the salt pans. Salt is the integral part of 

every drop of sea water, but it is also its opposite - it is obtained through hard 

labour. The Pavilion was conceived rather like event architecture than con-

ventional architecture since it is based on visual and sensual experience.

The pavilion has the plane of 18m×27m (1.5 modules), and the exhibi-

tion consists of three rooms. A twisting white belt made of a membrane ma-

terial is horizontally put on the façade in ten pieces, along with ultramarine 

glass put under the canopy to create the facade.

The entrance room recreates the experience of entering into the sea. 

In the main room visitors start a journey that reacts to the movements of 

people, generating waves below the sea surface. At the end of the room the 

visitors find themselves on an elevator where the journey above the surface 

of the sea starts. The salt spread on the first floor, once symbolizing the salt 

pans, is now turned into a big screen where a projection of a movie, filmed in 

the bird’s eye perspective, familiarizes the visitor with landscapes, customs 

and people of Croatia. In the exit room/shop the visitor can taste the fresh 

Croatian spring water and finally touch by hand the hard work of the salt pan 

workers — the salt itself.

PROJECT #78

AUTHORS
3LHD, Damir Fabijanić, Balibor Martinis

CLIENT
Ministriy of Foreign Affairs and European 
Integration, Republic of Croatia

LOCATION
Aichi, Japan

TYPE
public competition, winner

PROGRAM
public space, interior, culture, media

PROJECT YEAR
2004-2005

CONSTRUCTION
10/2004 - 03/2005

SITE AREA (m2)
703

SIZE (m2)
678

FOOTPRINT (m2)
519

02 SELECTED PROJECTS
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BUS TERMINAL 
ŽABICA
The project for the new bus terminal and a garage for 900 cars in Rijeka is 

one of the first steps in the “conquest” of the Rijeka port area, which is slowly 

begining to open up the city. The site is located in a part of the port of Rijeka 

which has always been closed to the public, between the railway stations, 

freight terminals and the passenger ferry. One of the determining design 

factors is the difference in scale between the port warehouses on one side 

and the city blocks on the other. 

The new terminal building with 300 meters in lenght reminiscents the 

massive warehouses, while the urban blocks determine the height dimen-

sions and the zoning of the house - blocks with atriums. The area of the new 

terminal is surrounded by all kinds of transport - rail, cargo, port, road and 

pedestrian, so the new building infrastructure has become an urban strategy, 

a lot more than just architecture. The shoping area, the bus terminal with 18 

platforms, bus depot for 14 buses and a public garage for 900 cars are located 

inside the terminal building, commercial and public facilities on the upper 

floors and a multi-purpose hall in the restored part of the existing warehouse. 

Pedestrian access points are provided from Krešimirova street, newly 

designed Žabica square and the prolonged Riva street, and they are all con-

nected at the street level of the building, from which they move on higher 

levels. An accessible and quality pedestrian island of the bus terminal was 

created through the design proces, with acess to all of the platforms and no 

overlaping with the vehicular traffic. The construction and the facade are 

made of steel and a kind of a tribute to port cranes and constructions. They 

also allow a greater construction span and a better design of spaces.

PROJECT #123

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Rijeka

LOCATION
Rijeka, Croatia

TYPE
public competition

PROGRAM
commercial, public, business,  
infrastructure

PROJECT YEAR
2008

SITE AREA (m2)
14818

SIZE (m2)
55246

FOOTPRINT (m2)
13258
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MEMORIAL BRIDGE

The Memorial Bridge is a spatial intervention and an urban public object, a 

construction with tactile properties and a symbolic object. It is a pedestrian 

bridge that embodies the utilitarian function and a memory of the Croatian 

war of Independence veterans, a place of memory and piety, but also a social 

gathering and socializing spot. It is located in the center of Rijeka, on the 

channel which separates the historic city center from the former port, at one 

of the most potent sites for future construction (it is currently occupied by a 

parking lot, in the future it will become a park). 

The bridge is designed as an extremely thin plate (65cm) connecting the 

two banks of the channel in a characteristic L-shape, it extends across the 

channel and ends with a monumental vertical accent. The definition of the 

public space was achieved only through the structure of the bridge itself, 

which at the same time must be recognized as a memorial object.

A four year long research resulted in the construction specially designed 

and manufactured exclusively for this project. Each part of the bridge was 

an industrially designed and manufactured product that was assembled on 

site. The 150 tons heavy steel bridge structure was produced in a local ship-

yard, and carried by sea in one piece on a specially designed barge to the 

location. As the Memorial Bridge had to pass under two existing bridges on 

its way to the site, the barge was designed so that it can sink at the time of 

lowest water levels and go under the existing bridges with its burden.

This urban public hybrid has changed the vista of the city (in the material 

as well as mental sense) and has achieved its goal of being a Memorial Bridge.

PROJECT #18

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Rijeka

LOCATION
Mrtvi kanal, Rijeka

TYPE
public competition

PROGRAM
public, urban planning

PROJECT YEAR
2001

CONSTRUCTION START DATE
09/2001 - 12/2001

SITE AREA (m2)
1046

SIZE (m2)
262

FOOTPRINT (m2)
262
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ZAMET CENTRE

Situated in Rijeka’s quarter Zamet, the new Zamet Centre hosts various fa-

cilities: sports hall with a maximum of 2380 seats, local community office, 

city library, commercial and service facilities and a garage. 

One third of the sports hall’s volume is cut into the ground, and other 
public spaces fit into the surrounding landscape. The main architectural 
element of the centre are ‘ribbons’ stretching in a north-south direction, 
functioning at the same time as an architectural design element and as a 
zoning element which forms a public square and a link between the park 
on the north and school and B. Vidas street on the south.

The ribbon-like stripes were inspired by “gromača”, a type of rock 
specific to Rijeka, which the centre artificially reinterprets by colour and 
shape. Stripes are covered with 51.000 ceramic tiles designed by 3LHD 
and manufactured specially for the centre. Steel girders with a 55 me-
ter span and different heights enable the natural light illumination of the 
sports hall. 

The concept of the hall is based on space flexibility. The field is 46 
x 44 meters in size, for two handball courts. The hall contains all the 
supporting facilities for professional training and competitions, and 
the auditorium, designed as a system of telescopic stands, enables the 
transformation for everyday use as well as for other activities. Interior 
materials - wood and acoustic panels suggest that the hall is a large liv-
ing room for athletes.

PROJECT #99

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Rijeka / Rijeka Sport doo

LOCATION
B. Vidas Street, Zamet, Rijeka, Croatia

TYPE
public procurement

PROGRAM
public, cultural, business, sport

PROJECT YEAR
2004

CONSTRUCTION
12/2007 - 09/2009

SITE AREA (m2)
12289

SIZE (m2)
16830

FOOTPRINT (m2)
4724
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SPORTS HALL BALE

Bale (Valle in Italian) is a small village in Istria peninsula, Croatia with mostly 

agricultural population of 1000 people. The project for the new sports hall 

has been faced with the rich historical, cultural and social Mediterranean 

context. Therefore any new architectural interpolation had to have a re-

spectful approach to the environment. The solution has been found in inter-

preting the traditional ways of building by new technologies. Inspiration for 

structure has been found in the small traditional stone hut - kažun, a small 

multifunctional building used as a shelter for shepherds that provide a cool 

environment in hot weather and insulating against the cold in the winter. 

Traditionally built without any cement or mortar with carefully selected in-

terlocking stones found on the site this structure is a primitive example of 

prefabrication present in the Mediterranean since the prehistoric times. The 

traditional local dry stone wall motif has been used as a template/pattern 

for the whole surfacing of the sports hall. 

Being the second largest building after the church, the social impor-

tance of the sports hall for the town community is considerable because, 

besides as a sports venue, it is used as a public facility for various social 

gatherings, from community meetings, trade fairs to watching World Cup. 

The private and intimate character of the building is juxtaposed with 

the open, public function of the program, and its transparency on the 

streert elevations. To meet construction time schedule of 11 months all the 

bearing and façade elements of the sports hall have been made from pre-

fabricated elements.

PROJECT #105

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Bale municipality 

LOCATION
Domenico Cernecca 3, Bale, Croatia

PROGRAM
public, educational, sport

TYPE
invited competition

CONSTRUCTION
02/2006 - 02/2007

PROJECT YEAR
2005

SITE AREA  (m2)
3660

SIZE (m2)
1108

FOOTPRINT  (m2)
984
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PARK MUZIL

The military tradition in Pula and its surroundings has left fascinating spa-

tial marks – military forts and numerous other fortifications – which are 

today becoming an attractive potential for the city redevelopment. One of 

these points is the Muzil peninsula. With 170 acres in size, it could turn into 

a free zone through urban spatial transformations; the most attractive sus-

tainable public park that intertwines public facilities, eco parks, arts, sports, 

tourism and hospitality facilities. 

This urban study aims to achieve an optimal balance between develop-

ment and the natural environment, taking into account local characteristics 

of cultural identity and architectural heritage.

The basic spatial concept of Park Muzil is to focus and group new fa-

cilities around existing historic buildings and contents. In this way we take 

advantage of existing resources, further expand and create new areas of 

construction. In its greatest extent, Muzil Park offers attractive, valuable 

and fully public contents: a sports port, a botanical garden, Marie Louise 

fort and the beach resort Dolina Suza. Park Muzil sustainability depends 

on many factors - public and commercial facilities that are in balance with 

the tourist contents and in accordance with the needs of the city, with a 

pronounced awareness on the conservation of natural vegetation. In order 

to survive and become a self-sustaining complex, it is necessary to make a 

strong balance between the preservation of natural diversity and functions 

of a public park on one side and commercial content and cost of construc-

tion on the other side.

PROJECT #200

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Bale municipality

TYPE
commission

PROGRAM
public, urban planning

LOCATION
Croatia, Istria, Pula, Muzil peninsula

PROJECT YEAR 
2011

SITE AREA (m2)

1700000
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NOVALJA URBAN  
DEVELOPMENT STUDY

PROJECT #230

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Novalja

TYPE
public procurement

PROGRAM
urbanism, public space, tourism

LOCATION
Novalja, island of Pag

PROJECT YEAR
2014

Novalja urban development study deals with the whole western part of the 

Pag island, the area of City of Novalja. Because of its different spatial char-

acteristics, this big area has been divided in six thematic spatial zones: Lun 

peninsula, Old Novalja bay, Novalja Field, City of Novalja, Pag bay and the 

so-called Lunar landscape. Each zone is specific with its geographical char-

acteristics, traditional use of space, resources and potentials. That is what 

defined the specific approach in planning of further development of each 

zone. Natural features and the landscape, existence of the traditional ag-

riculture, pastures and millennial olive groves all have great potential and 

they are starting points for the planning of sustainable development.

The study examines main objectives and strategies of the municipality, 

and the ways in which they can be implemented into the space. From the 

beginning, the inclusion of local population and citizens was key. 

The result of the study is a set of project proposals that are the product 

of a comprehensive debate on the development of the area. With a uniform 

and thoughtful development of infrastructure and economy while protect-

ing natural specifics, the planned development strives to sustainability. The 

concept promotes economic growth, preservation of natural resources, in-

crease of the quality of life of the local population and the expansion of the 

tourist offer through the implementation of locally oriented projects, based 

on three basic points: construction of tourist infrastructure in the land-

scape, dispersion of accommodation, economic development through local 

educational centers.

02 SELECTED PROJECTS
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BALE SHORELINE  
DEVELOPMENT STUDY
The subject of this development study is the littoral area of Bale municipal-

ity which stretches the entire 9 km of the coastline and covers the surface 

area of approximately 450 hectares.

The pristine natural beauty of the Bale shoreline is undeniable. Its well-

indented coast; numerous coves and beaches; lush vegetation; scenic rural 

landscapes; and architectural and archeological heritage make the region 

one of Croatia’s best-kept secrets. 

This study of sustainable development of the Bale shoreline is based on 

the concept of active yet environmentally friendly tourism. Special attention 

is paid to positioning and sizing of each proposed facility due to the area’s 

unique features. 

The area will cater to both day visitors and longer-term tourists who 

will be staying in local accommodation facilities. The entire shoreline zone 

is planned as a high-end destination of four- to five-star category. There will 

be two points for entering the Bale shoreline and the main transportation 

means will be an electrical train, electrical cars and bikes. All the facilities 

will be open to the public and there will be no private lodgings – accom-

modation will be limited to proposed hotels and renovated lodging facilities. 

The planned accommodation capacity of the entire zone is 1800 beds, with 

ability to receive approximately 3000 day visitors. This results in a low-den-

sity tourism where each person enjoys approximately 0,1 hectares and 1,8 

m² of the shore all to themselves. 

PROJECT #131

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
Bale municipality

TYPE
invited competition

PROGRAM
hospitality, urban planning

LOCATION
Bale Shoreline, Istria, Croatia

PROJECT YEAR
2006-2007

SITE AREA

450 Ha
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DELTA AND 
PORTO BAROŠ
The biggest challenge for the development of the Delta and Porto Baroš 

area was the planned requirement for the accommodation of a Waste Water 

Treatment Facility / Plant near the east part of the Delta master plan. 

The concept is based on the establishment of a New Ecological green-

way corridor and creation of a New Central City Park. For Rijeka, this new 

Green Area is essential because the city has a very small overall percentage 

of green open spaces. The New Eco-corridor extends from the canyon of the 

Riječina River on the north; all the way to the Sea i.e. mouth of the river – 

Delta. It naturally slopes all the way to the Sea, ecologically regenerating the 

right bank of the Riječina river into a desirable place.

The new topography of the Ecological Corridor is designed to integrate 

the north and south of the Delta. It creates a number of new pedestrian vis-

tas and allows many new connections and split-levels, new public spaces. 

It covers and visually masks the Waste Water Treatment Facility and pro-

tects the masterplan from the noise coming from the container terminal 

on the east. This also enables cost-effective construction of underground 

garages. At this level, the public facilities of the New City Marina are inte-

grated into the urban fabric with attractive restaurants and other amenities. 

The New City Park/Green corridor incorporates two landmark buildings on 

each end of the eastern edge of the Delta: a New Auditorium and Conven-

tion Centre building on the north, and a New Aquarium and Water Museum 

building on the end of the river delta. 

PROJECT #226

ARCHITECT
3LHD

CLIENT
City of Rijeka

TYPE
international public competition

PROGRAM
urbanism, public space, leisure, 
infrastructure

LOCATION
Rijeka, Croatia

PROJECT YEAR
2013

SITE AREA (m2)
319400

SIZE (m2)
268550

FOOTPRINT
64890
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