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FAST TRACK

VISAS IN ITALY

 

Which workers can benefit of this procedure?
The fast-track process is available for the following categories of applications (the Italian
company must sign a Protocol Agreement for each category in order to be able to file
applications under the fast track process):
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Managers or highly qualified personnel seconded to
Italy (intra company assignment). Allows foreign
employees in an executive/senior
managerial/specialized knowledge role to be
temporarily assigned to a subsidiary/branch/affiliate
(Art. 27 c.1 lett. a) Legislative Decree 286/98).

EU Blue Card — Highly skilled workers. For highly
qualified workers to be placed under a local job
contract as employees of the Italian company (Art. 27
quarter Legislative Decree 286/98).

Managers/specialists/trainees seconded to Italy in the
framework of an intra-corporate transfer pursuant to
Art. 27 quinquies and Art. 27 sexies of Italian
Immigration law (directive 2014/66/EU)

Execute the MOU with the Ministry
1) The company must be in activity for at least one
year, in good standing and will need to submit yearly
financials and tax returns;
2) The Ministry will check the company’s financial
situation and — even though it is not specifically
indicated in the law — criteria like annual turn-over,
registered capital, number of employees will be taken
into consideration
3) If approved, the Ministry will send a draft MOU that
the company must execute and return to the Ministry;
4) After the Ministry signs the MOU, it will inform the
Immigration Office of the city where the company is
registered;
5) The company shall be given special credentials to
access the application online system

 

Obtain fast-track work permits
With this procedure, the company
can obtain work permits simply
communicate through an online
form the terms of the proposed
contract of stay to the immigration
office having jurisdiction over the
worker place of work. No
supporting documents must be
submitted at this stage. Once the
application is approved by the
Immigration office, the Consulate
having jurisdiction over the
assignee’s place of residence
abroad is given clearance to issue
the work visa.

Visa application
After receiving confirmation that
the work permit is approved, the
worker can apply for the work visa
at the Italian Consulate. The work
visa must be applied for within 4
months from the date of issuance
of the permit.



Significant reduction of processing
time
The work permit application is replaced
by a communication of the terms
contained in the proposed contract of
stay
Less steps with respect to the standard
process (a work permit is not issued)
Supporting documents are to be
submitted only after the work visa has
been issued

     Board check, but only to police exam   

Approval is not subject to a
foregoing Italian Labor 

Advantages
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Submit the immigration application
supporting documents (including but not
limited to support letter and documentary
evidence to prove companies’ affiliation;
worker’s educational/professional
qualification — all legalized/translated;
evidence of adequate accommodation etc.
Sign the Contract of Stay (and integration
agreement for permits of 1 year or longer)
File a Permit of Stay application.

Arrival in Italy
Within 8 days of arrival in Italy, the worker
must complete the in-country registration
procedures by visiting the Immigration office
and:

 documents are ready and in good order or
else he/she will not be able to complete the
registration procedures within the 8 days
term nor to start work at the sponsor
company
Time is of the essence: The documentation
to be provided upon worker’s arrival in Italy
is quite burdensome and may take a long
time to be prepared. This may negate the
overall benefits of the system
Beware of Consulates: Some consulates may
not have implemented the procedure fully
and raise issues during the visa application
step
Possible penalties: If the worker enters Italy
without the required documents although
holding a visa he will be subject to non-
compliancy penalties.

 

 

Be ready with all documents:
Before the prospective worker
enters Italy with the visa, the
company must make sure all

Red flags
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 Generally speaking any foreign national or EU
national legally residing in Italy has the right to
have family members joining.

availability of adequate housing and proof that
the financial/maintenance requirement is met
provide documented proof of relationship to
the person with a regular immigration status in
Italy

spouse, regularly married and of full legal age
(at least 18);

children under 18 (also spouse’s children
provided the other parent consent is granted);
children over 18, only if financially dependent
due to serious disability
financially dependent parents, provided they
do not have any other children in their country
of origin or
parents over 65 if they do not have any other
children who can financially support them in
their home country because of serious health
reasons

Family members of a non-EU national residing in
Italy

Foreign national legally residing in Italy or in
possession of a visa of at least 1 year has the right
to have family members joining. Main eligibility
requirements are:

Family members who qualify for a family permit
(permesso di soggiorno per motivi familiari) are:

 

Family members of an EU national
residing in Italy

Under the EU principle of freedom of
movement and establishment, EU
Citizens have the right to enter and stay
freely in Italy subject to different
procedures depending upon the intended
length of stay (less or more than three
months). Similar provisions apply to
family members accompanying or
joining the EU citizen. Family members
of an EU national residing in Italy are
entitled to obtain an Italian long-term
Residence Permit (Carta di Soggiorno
per familiare di cittadino comunitario).

RESIDENCE

PERMIT FOR

FAMILY

MEMBERS
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spouse;
a partner who has entered into a
registered union with an EU/EEA
citizen, legally recognized;
children under 21 years of age or
financially dependent children,
including those of the partner or
spouse;
parents if financially dependent,
including those of the partner or
spouse.Rights of residence derived
from a durable relationship with an
EU citizen

The following family members are
eligible to apply:

Rights of residence derived from a
durable relationship with an EU citizen

An application is possible also for any
other family members (under certain
circumstances) and for the partner with
whom the EU citizen has a durable
relationship, duly attested.

WHAT IS

CONSIDERED A

SUITABLE

ACCOMMODATION

TO OBTAIN A

VISA/PERMIT OF

STAY?

 

Evidence of having a suitable accommodation is a mandatory requirement for most
visa/residency applications and must be readily available after entry of the applicant, to be
submitted at the first appointment with Immigration authorities. In some cases, it is required
also to obtain a visa or a clearance for a family visa.
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What is considered a “suitable
accommodation”?

(a) A long-term reservation in a hotel,
residence, serviced apartment, self-
catering, apt. hotel (such type of
accommodation may not be acceptable for
certain family applications)

or
(b) a private rented/owned
house/apartment respecting health &
safety regulations and meeting the size
standards set forth by the law

 
Long term reservation in a hotel, residence,

etc.
 

A written confirmation of the reservation,
printed on the hotel letterhead and signed
by a hotel representative. 
 Depending on the jurisdiction where the
application is filed, there may be different
requirements in terms of document format
and length of reservation. In some
locations, authorities are very strict and
would not accept a reservation for less than
1 month from the date of the residence
permit filing appointment.
Moreover, the letter must be in Italian,
contain the employee data and must be
presented in original signed by the hotel
representative along with a copy of the
signatory identity document. Also, because
the accommodation is supposed to be
temporary, a declaration from the sponsor
stating that during the stay in Italy a
suitable permanent accommodation will be
provided may be required.

lease agreement registered with revenue
office (Ufficio del Registro) or deed of
Purchase of the property
copy of mandatory notification to police that
the landlord must send when letting/selling
accommodation to NON-EU nationals
(Comunicazione di Ospitalità).

if the property is owned/leased by a third
party hosting the foreigner: copy of
mandatory notification to police that the host
must send when giving hospitality to NON-EU
nationals (Comunicazione di ospitalità)
Housing feasibility certificate (Attestation of
Adequate accommodation according to local
standards — Certificato Idoneità Alloggiativa)

Availability of a privately owned
house/apartment

Appropriate evidence includes:

OR
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What is the “Certificato Idoneità Alloggiativa”?
It is a certificate issued by an office of the City Hall
confirming the number of individuals allowed to live
in a given property and its compliance with current
health and safety regulations. Even if different
requirements may apply locally, generally speaking
below are the square meters/number of rooms
standards to which authorities refer when
determining the number of people allowed to live in
one household:
Children under 14 years of age are not included in
the calculation of the number of people living in the
house.

* Documentary requirements are generally
burdensome and difficult to procure
* Landlords are generally not aware about the need
of such certificate and it is very unlikely that they
agree to procure the certificate as part of the
tenancy agreement.
* As often happens in Italy, each immigration office
or immigration police department may check the
accommodation documents more or less strictly
and sometimes not require the certificate for single
applicants, however whenever the applicant has
dependents the certificate is always required.

Remarks!!!!
* Each local authority
sets specific
documentary
requirements to be
submitted for obtaining
the certificate
* In some cases, an
inspection at the
property is carried out
* Processing time are
quite long and may be
up to 2 months

How to ensure that accommodation
documentary requirements are met

upon entry?
Securing a lease and obtaining the
housing feasibility certificate (or even
simply applying for it) is in most cases
a lengthy and burdensome process.
For this reason, it is unlikely that a
foreign national who has just arrived
in Italy can provide not only a duly
signed and registered lease (note that
as per the Italian law a lease must be
registered within 30 days from
signature and therefore the receipt of
registration may not be available
before 30 days) but also a housing
feasibility certificate.

 

if possible, the foreign national could
visit Italy beforehand, make the
accommodation arrangements and
obtain the relevant documentation.
The sponsor company can arrange
accommodation for the foreign
national and obtain the
documentation on his/her behalf
The foreign national or the sponsor
arranges for a temporary long-term
reservation in a hotel/residence and
when the applicant obtains all
mandatory documents, a change of
address is notified to the Police.

Possible solutions:
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WHAT IS THE

 INTEGRATION

AGREEMENT?

 

The Integration agreement is a
“contract” between the
foreigner and the Italian State.
It regulates the immigration
point-based system. Foreigners
are accredited with points
based on their level of
integration in Italian society.

 
 

A2 level of Knowledge in Italian language
(slightly higher than the basic level);
Sufficient knowledge of the fundamental
principles of Italian law and public
administration;
Basic knowledge of Italian public life (social
service, schooling, tax system, healthcare,
etc.)
Compliance with work and tax obligations
Foreigners must guarantee that children of
a school age attend compulsory education
Agree with the Charter of Citizenship and
Integration Values.

Who must sign the Integration agreement?
 

Any foreigners over 16 years of age moving to
Italy and applying for a residence permit of at
least 1 year.

Foreigners obligations:

How many points do I have to reach?
At least 30, plus A2 level of Knowledge in
Italian language.

How much time do I have to comply?
2 years, that can be extended for a further
year (3 years in total).

What happens if after 3 years I haven’t
reached 30 points?

If after 3 years the number of points is
lower than 30, equal to or lower than zero
the agreement is considered partially
unfulfilled or unfulfilled. Such condition
may lead – under certain conditions – to
residence permit withdrawal or rejection of
renewal and deportation.

Can the points obtained be lost?
Yes. Credits can be lost in case of criminal
conviction, administrative fines,
noncompliance with tax obligations etc.

Can the agreement be temporarily
suspended?

Yes, only for force majeure/justified
reasons (serious illness, work, study and
training obligations).



Courses organized by the public training institutes called
“CPIA” (Centri Provinciali per l’Istruzione gli Adulti)
Courses organized by the public training institutes called
“CPIA” (Centri Provinciali per l’Istruzione gli Adulti)
Courses organized an institute recognized by the ministry
of external affairs and the ministry of education: the
University of Rome Tre, the University of Perugia for
Foreigners, the University of Siena for Foreigners,
Società’ Dante Alighieri. The certification issued are,
respectively:

How can I get an A2 language level attestation?
Only the following courses can issue the required attestation
valid for integration agreement purposes

A2 Certification of Italian as foreign
language L2 – Roma 3 University-
(provides an exemption of Italian language
test only; authorities are evaluating if such
attestation may also exempt foreigners
from the test on civic culture, civil life in
Italy
CELI1 issued by the CVLC – language
certification institute of University for
Foreigners of Perugia (provides an
exemption of Italian language test only);

 

CILS A2 issued by the CILSA – language
certification institute of University for
foreigners of Siena) (provides an
exemption of Italian language test only);
A2 PLIDA CERTIFICATION Diploma of
knowledge of the Italian language – Dante
Alighieri Society -(provides exemption of
Italian language test only; authorities are
evaluating if such attestation may also
exempt foreigners from test on civic
culture, civil life in Italy)

 
Interestingly to know, foreigners who have fulfilled the Integration
agreement do not have to comply with the language requirement (B1
level) when applying for Italian citizenship.
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BUYING A

HOUSE IN

ITALY

 

Can a foreign national buy a house in Italy? As a general rule, yes. 
Find out the property purchase process and an overview of taxes in this article.
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Can a foreign national buy a house in Italy?
As a general rule, Italian law permits the
purchase of real estate by foreigners.
However, can be a few exceptions for
foreigners coming from “sensitive”
countries or countries that do not grant
reciprocity rights to Italian citizens, which
shall be examined on a case-by-case basis.

 Hire a Public Notary to check property
compliance
 Sign the “compromesso” i.e. preliminary
contract + terms & conditions
 Sign final Sale Contract before the Notary +
Pay sale price & taxes
 Notary fulfills relevant obligations: cadastral
registration + transcription + tax payment

How difficult is the property purchase process in
Italy?

The whole process takes around one/two months
after choosing the property:
1.

2.

3.

4.

 

Which documents do I need to sign the
contract?

You will need to present a valid identification
document and a Tax Code (we can obtain it
from the Tax Agency).

Is my purchase safe and guaranteed?
The purchase of the real estate, from a
legal standpoint, is very safe in Italy.
Notaries act on behalf of the Government
and NOT on behalf of either the buyer or
the seller and they are completely neutral.
Italian Notaries perform more duties than
those normally associated with Notaries in
other countries. Notary Public must carry
out a due diligence on the property to make
sure that the seller has the full title on the
property, the property is free from
mortgages, liens or other burdens, and it is
compliant with building and safety
regulations. It is vital that all these
verifications are carried out prior to signing
any contract and paying a deposit. Your
purchase is safe because the Notary has the
responsibility of performing due diligence.

As an additional guarantee, if you buy a
property under construction, the builder –
until Closing is finalized – must provide a
bank or insurance guarantee equal to the
price paid. The buyer is therefore protected
against the builder bankruptcy or failure to
complete the project. Furthermore, the seller
is liable for major defects of the property
until 10 years after the Closing. Any sensitive
information about the property are accessible
to any third party because are listed at the
Land Registry (Conservatoria dei Pubblici
Registri Immobiliari).
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How much does it cost to own a property in Italy?
Tax liability varies according to if an individual has
applied for residency or not. Applying for residency
means requesting the local authorities to register an
individual as living in its territory. A foreigner can
apply for local residency only if in possession of a
permit of stay document issued by national
immigration authority (immigration compliant).
Taxes also vary whether the property is considered
“primary home” (prima casa) or not.

Local Taxes connected to property ownership: IMU,
IUC, TARI, TASI

IMU: the tax on ownership of real estate. It is not
due on “prima casa” (primary home), provided this
is not a luxury home. The amount due is based on
the cadastral value of the property multiplied by the
coefficients established according to the different
types of houses.
TASI: municipal tax for services provided by the
local administration. Based on the tax rate decided
by the municipalities
TARI: waste tax, due to financing the costs of
collection and garbage disposal.
IUC: it is made of IMU, TARI, and TASI. It is due
both by owners and tenants.

Taxes on the income from real estate
Foreign residents owning properties in
Italy are only taxed on the income
earned in Italy (i.e. interest on any
money you have on deposit with an
Italian bank or income you derive from
letting your Italian property)
Foreign citizens who are resident in
Italy – have applied for residency
registration or spend more than 183
days a year in Italy – are subject to pay
taxes (IRPEF) not only on Italian income
but also on their worldwide income. In
sum, the income of all kinds received by
individuals resident in Italy are taxable
in Italy and any income received by
non-residents from an Italian source is
taxable in Italy. This general rule is
subject to the provisions of international
tax treaties, which prevents the double
taxation of expatriates.

 



If the Seller asks for a portion of the selling price to
be paid “black” (i.e. undeclared) please note that
accepting it will make you non-compliant with Italian
law and you can have criminal as well as fiscal
consequences. Also, if you declare a certain price in
the deed (lower than the one you have really paid,
because there is the “black part”) in case of your next
resale at market price (higher than the one you have
declared) you are subject to pay a capital gain
“plusvalenza” on the difference between the purchase
price and the selling price.
If you do not speak Italian, it may be necessary to
have an interpreter who assists you while signing the
contract with the Notary; typical fees might be around
€ 1.000,00.
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COMPROMESSO (“PRELIMINARY CONTRACT”):
Promise to sell or pre-sale arrangement. It is best practice to sign
it before proceeding with the purchase. It provides a further
guarantee to the parties and protects you in case there is
something wrong with the property. Be warned, however, you will
not be able to pull out just because you have changed your mind.
You will need to pay a deposit (usually of 10% of the total
purchase price). Generally, the deposit is non-refundable, except
in the event that the terms indicated in the contract are not
respected.
CATASTO, CATASTALE (CADASTRE, CADASTRAL):
land register for the purpose of taxation, showing details of
properties ownership and value.
 “PRIMA CASA” (PRIMARY/MAIN HOME):
In Italy, a house is defined “primary home” (prima casa) when it is
located within the jurisdiction where the buyer is registered as a
resident or where he/she intends to transfer his/her residency
within 18 months from the date of execution of the purchase
agreement. Taking out residency means that you are required to
physically live there and be registered on public vital records
(Residenza anagrafica). The owner must not have other properties
in Italy on which he/she has claimed the primary home benefits
and the property must not be registered as a luxury property.
RESIDENZA ANAGRAFICA (RESIDENCY):
Applying for residency means requesting the local authorities to
register an individual as living in its territory. Generally, one is
required to physically be there (at least at the time of application)
and as a result, be registered on public vital records. A foreigner
can apply for local residency only if in possession of a permit of
stay document issued by national immigration authority
(immigration compliant)
IMPOSTA IPOTECARIA (“LEGAL TRANSCRIPTION FEE”):
applies whenever there is a formal transcription, registration,
renewal, cancellation, and annotation in the relevant public
registers (can be fixed or proportional).

Make sure you do not pay any deposit or
sign any documents before the
“compromesso” (preliminary contract)!
The “compromesso” is not mandatory, but
it is strictly recommended to verify in
advance all relevant aspects regarding the
property. Therefore, despite being subject
to an EUR 200 registration fee and a
proportional fee on the deposit (0,50% on
the amount, which will be detracted from
final taxes) it is definitely worth doing it.
Though this is the notary’s duty, as an
extra guarantee you may want to appoint a
lawyer to look after your interests and to
ensure the property is clear of all liabilities
by keeping an eye on the notary and
ensure that he is completing all the
necessary searches.
You may want to get the building inspected
or surveyed by a professional (such as
architect or geometry)

GLOSSARY
 IVA – IMPOSTA SUL VALORE AGGIUNTO

(VAT – VALUE ADDED TAX):
VAT affects any exchange of goods and
services in Italy, at a standard rate of 22%
(but it can be also 4% or 10%). VAT is at
the buyer’s charge. In case of real estate, if
the property is sold by a building company
directly and within 5 years from its
construction, the Buyer is required to pay
VAT (IVA) on the sale price as follows: 10%
for non-luxury properties; 22% on luxury
homes. A reduced rate of IVA (4%) applies
to purchases with “Prima Casa” benefits and
not applicable for luxury property.
IMPOSTA DI REGISTRO (REGISTRY TAX):
applies whenever documents related to
specific transactions (e.g. purchase of
property, lease agreements etc.) are
registered with authorities (can be fixed or
proportional; for a purchase of property can
never be lower than 1000 Euro).
IMPOSTA CATASTALE (CADASTRAL TAX):
levied on cadastral transactions following
transaction, donation or inheritance
agreements, (can be fixed or proportional).
 “IMU” (IMPOSTA MUNICIPALE PROPRIA)
MUNICIPAL TAX ON PROPERTY:
calculated on property value. Everyone who
owns a land or a property in Italy must pay
this tax which is based on the property
cadastral value. The amount depends on
the local authority and the size, location,
and category of property. “Primary homes”
are exempted from this requirement.
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